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The Nissan Patrol Club is a member of  
Four Wheel Drive SA Inc (FWDSA), which 
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Hi All.  
I hope everyone had a happy and relaxing festive season. Iôm looking forward to my time as your 
PATROLLING  editor  with apprehension and a little fear. Kateôs shoes will be difficult to fill but I 
thank her for her valuable handover preparation and ongoing input. 
 
Please submit any articles or ideas that interest you for consideration. A former member of the 
club has recounted an experience  he had recently. This is a reminder of the care required when 
travelling in the outback, also an account of a creative solution. Thank you Don. As an 
inexperienced driver this type of article really informs and is a warning.    Cheers Anne  

Patrolling  Magazine 

Trip Reports, photos, and any items of interest are all welcome.  Please forward to the Editor.  Contact 
details on page 3. 

THE  DEADLINE  FOR  APRIL  ISSUE  IS:-  24 March 2017 
 

Views and opinions expressed in this magazine are not those of the Nissan Patrol Club of SA, unless specific 
reference is made to the article 

Front cover is a February 2011 adaptation from Marie Schultzôs 2003 original concept.  

Patrolling the Editorôs Desk 

30 YEARS AGO - 1987 

AUSTRALIA  DAY  - CANOE RACES 
 

Friday night saw a few  eager beavers arrive ready for the weekend. Then Saturday most others 
arrived at Haylands Station near Blanchetown. Everyone got to know one another and settle 
themselves in for the  weekend. The weather was mild but by night it started with a few showers. 
So between showers we sheltered in the tent and told stories and played games. 
 
Sunday morning a lot  had everything wet and the rain was still persistent but it was still warm. 
The ground was very slippery as we found out after a few late arrivals had some trouble getting 
to the camp site. After erecting some shelters the rain started to go and by afternoon it had 
cleared ready for  our canoe racing. 
 
Whilst canoes seemed to go along whether full of water or not, they still made it back to shore 
with or with out their occupants. Some were more wet than others and some cheated more than 
others. ( not naming anyone) 
 
The eventual winners of the events were 
 
    ( Alicia Haverland 
 Juniors   ( 
    ( Corrie  Beythien 
 
    ( Frances Capell 
 Mixed   ( 
    ( Chris Wenham 
 
    ( Scott Dodson 
 Mens   ( 
    ( Chris Wenham 
 

Saturday night we all sat around in a large circle discussing the days activities and wondering if 
we were going to get out the nest day because of the rain. But by Monday all was clear and eve-
ryone wandered off home at their leisure. 
 
From my own point of view I thought the venue was good because of the safety for the young 
children, the fisherman were able to throw a line  in if only for carp. The canoes were used all 
weekend and with a turn up of 31 vehicles it must be a record for the Club. 
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(Remember to complete your ICE form prior  

to commencing on your Trip.) 
 

All participants must register their name and vehicle registration on the trip sheet, or advise the trip leader of their 
participation.  Registration is required to comply with the Clubôs public liability insurance policy.  Visitors are welcome 
to join most trips and social events; simply register your name on the sheet in the trip folder or see the Trips Officer.   
Visitors must also sign the Club ñWarningò forms if participating on a trip. 
 

All participants must confirm with the designated Trip Leader by the Confirmation Date that they still wish to attend the 
event or trip.  Failure to do so will indicate to the Trip Leader that you do NOT wish to participate. 
 

If at the last minute you are unable to join a trip for which you have registered, please make every endeavour to 
advise either the trip leader or someone else joining the trip.  This will ensure the group is not held up waiting for a 
non-arrival. 

 

 
 
Trip Name: Mt Caernarvon 
Trip Leader: Andrew Jack-
son 
Start Date: 31/3/17 
End Date: 2/4/17 
What to expect: 4WD Rocky 
terrain Recovery 
 
Trip Name: Otways 
Trip Leader: Helen & Dave 
Start Date: 14th April 
End Date: 25th April 
What to expect: Scenic 4WD 
driving 
 
Trip Name: Venus Bay 
Trip Leader: Janice Lamkin 
Start Date:  24th April 
End Date: 21st May 
What to expect: Fishing,  
socialising, walks, drives, Fun 

 
Trip Name: Deep Creek 
Trip Leader: Wayne Dunn & 
Jim Byfield 
Trip: Clean-up Beach  
Date:  May 5-7 
What to expect: Exercise and 
Job satisfaction, social 
 
Trip Name: Theatre Night 
Leader: Helen Richards 
Trip: Social 
Date:  May 19th 
What to expect: ñ9 to 5ò 
show, coffee & chat 

 
 

 
FUTURE TRIP PLAN 

 
 
 
Trip Name: Peake 
Trip Leader: TBA 
Trip: 4Wdriving/sand-driving  
Date:  June 16-18 
What to expect:  

 
Trip Name: Mid Year Lunch 
Trip: Social 
Date:  June 25 
What to expect: enjoyment! 
Location: TBA 
 
Trip Name: Peake 
Trip: 4WDriving 
Start Date:  11 August  
End Date: 13 August 
What to expect: Sand 4WD  
 
Trip Name: Border Track 
TripLeader:  Andrew Jack-
son 
Start Date:  11th September - 
End Date: 13th September 
What to expect: Sand 4WD 
 
Trip Name: Deep Creek 
Trip: Clean-up  
Date:  October 20th-22nd 
What to expect: Exercise and 
Job satisfaction, social 
 
Trip Name: Morgan 
Trip: social/4wdriving 
Date:  27-29 October 
What to expect: TBA 

 
 
 
Trip Name: Octoberfest- 
Whyalla 
Start Date: 29th September  
End date: 2nd October  
What to expect: Social/4WD 
 
Trip Name: Theatre Night 
Leader:  Jeff Schapel 
Trip: Social 
Date: TBA 
 
Trip Name: Family Picnic 
Trip: Social 
Date:  November 26 
What to expect: Father  
Christmas for children/games 
 
Trip Name: Breakfast in the 
Parkï Christmas  
Trip: Social event 
Date:  December 17th 
 
 
 



tŀǘǊƻƭƭƛƴƎ  tŀƎŜ с 

bL{{!b t!¢wh[ /[¦. ƻŦ {Φ!Φ  WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлмт 

The Presidentôs Points  

 
 
 
 
 
    February 2017 
 
 
 
 
Welcome all to another year, a year that has begun with some dramatic weather over 

Christmas / New Year break, the club already has planned a number of events of varying 
types of Four Wheel Driving to interest all enthusiasts. 

 
Of particular note are the trips to Mount Caernarvon & the Simpson Desert. Mount 

Caernarvon is located in the Bunkers Conservation Reserve in the northern flinders 
ranges. The track to the summit, due to a change of ownership & the wish to restrict 
vehicles, has been inaccessible for some years now. Recently the track has been re-
opened to the public, for tag-along and self-drive four-wheel driving. The trip is planned 
for the 1

st
 ï 2

nd
 April 

 
The other is a trip to the Simpson Desert to assist the Friends of the Simpson with 

their annual working Bee, it is being held from the 22
nd
 to the 30

th
 of May based at 

Dalhousie Springs with work being carried out on a variety of projects. Participants will 
be given a northern Desert Parks Pass, an amount of Diesel fuel along with a thank you 
BBQ at the completion. Participants must join Friends of the Simpson to be involved in 
the week.  This is a great opportunity to give something back to the bush we all enjoy.  

 
There are other trips planned, we are again planning two working weekends at 

Blowhole Beach in the Deep Creek Conservation Park, several driver training weekends 
along with a number of social type events are scheduled, but there is always room for 
more 

 
Look forward to seeing you all around the club 
Wayne Dunn 
NPC 386 
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tǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǿƻǊǘƘȅ ǿƛƴƴŜǊǎ  ŀǘ ǘƘŜ !Da 
 

 wǳōōŜǊ DƻƻŘǎ ς WŜũ {ŎƘŀǇŜƭ ς  !ƭƭŜƎŜŘƭȅ ŘŜƳƻƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǎƻƭŀǊ ǇŀƴŜƭǎ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƻƴ ²ƛƭƭŀƴƎƛ ǘǊƛǇ 
 
 .ƻƎƎŜǊ !ǿŀǊŘ ς !ƴŘǊŜǿ WŀŎƪǎƻƴτ! ǾŜǊȅ ƭƻƴƎ ǊŜǘǊƛŜǾŀƭ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƴŘ ŀǘ .ŜŀŎƘǇƻǊǘ 
 
 .ǳǊƴǘ ±ŀƭǾŜ ς /ǊŀƛƎ ²ƻƻŘτ! ƳŀƧƻǊ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎŀƭ ƳŀƭŦǳƴŎǝƻƴ ŀǘ ²ŀǊǊŀǿŜŜƴŀ 
 
 DƻƭŘŜƴ {ǇƛƪŜ ς !ƴŘǊŜǿ WŀŎƪǎƻƴτ aƻǎǘ ǘǊƛǇǎ ŦƻǊ нлмс 
 
 CƛǎƘƛƴƎ ¢ǊƻǇƘȅ ς WƻƘƴ 5ŀȅ ς¢ƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŬǎƘ ŎŀǳƎƘǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ aǳǊōƪƻ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ 
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CONQUEST TYREPOWER 
72 GRANGE ROAD 
WELLAND 
PH. 83401404 
CHRIS BAKER 

TYRE PRESSURE MONITORING 
SYSTEMS 

 
FROM $349 LESS 10% CLUB 

DISCOUNT $315 

T/LESS TYRE REPAIR KITS 
 

$45 LESS 10% CLUB  
DISCOUNT $40 

10% DISCOUNT ON ALL BRAKE, STEERING AND SUSPENSION  
REPAIRS INCLUDING IRONMAN SPRINGS AND SHOCKERS. 

SPECIAL CLUB PRICES ON ALL KELLY, KUMHO, COOPER  & 
TOYO TYRES 

FREE AFTER SALES SERVICE ON EVERY SET OF 4 TYRES  
PURCHASED (ROTATION AND BALANCE, & CHECK STEERING,  
SUSPENSION & BRAKES EVERY 10000KM FOR THE LIFE OF THE 

TYRES 
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  NPCSA is now on  
 ¸ƻǳΣ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ϧ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ Ŏŀƴ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ 
ǘƘŜ bƛǎǎŀƴ tŀǘǊƻƭ /ƭǳō {! ƻƴ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪΦ  YŜŜǇ ǳǇ ǘƻ ŘŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ 

  

DƛǾŜ ǳǎ ŀ ōƛƎ ǘƘǳƳōǎ ǳǇ ŀǘǿǿǿΦŦŀŎŜōƻƻƪΦŎƻƳκbƛǎǎŀƴtŀǘǊƻƭ/ƭǳō{! 
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Support the businesses that support the Club 

  

  

  

www.batterydiscounters.com.au 

CHEAPEST BATTERIES TO SUIT 
ALL CARS & 4WDs IN ADELAIDE 

Peter & Rick's Auto Workshop 

14 Provident Avenue 
Glynde SA 5070 
Ph: 08 8365 5100 
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 TWO MEN, TWO FLAT BATTERIES AND ONE PRADO 
DRAMA AT MT FINKE. 

 
 

Hi ï my name is Lothar Dummin ï I am an ex member of the Nissan Patrol Club and I have been 
asked by Don Grigg to relate an incident that happened to myself and a friend (Gray Murray) on 
a trip along Googs Track in early December 2016.  
This started uneventfully as a ñboys week awayò with the two of us in my  2012 Prado Diesel 
GXL. The first 3 days was spent fishing at Streaky Bay and Venus Bay with enough fish caught 
for several good meals. The next part of the trip was to travel Googs Track from Ceduna through 
to Tarcoola, Kingoonya, Glendambo and back to Adelaide                                                                  
The first part of the drive was uneventful and most enjoyable as we camped to the east of Googs 
Lake at Lois Rock for the first night in Yellabinna Regional Reserve. The following day we made 
our way back out to Googs Track and turned north and made our way to Mt Finke where we 
stayed our second night in Yellabinna. 
 
 
The next morning we decided to pack up the swags, load everything back in to the Prado and 
make our way a little closer to the base of Mt Finke with the plan to climb Mt Finke in the cool of 
the morning. That was the plan. However it was at this point that things started (or didnôt start as 
it turned out) to go wrong. Push the starter button ï one half-hearted attempt for the motor to 
start then the dreaded click, click, click noise as the main battery did not have enough oomph to 
start the motor. No problems ï we thought ï we would just jump start the vehicle from the sec-
ondary battery which had happily been keeping our car fridge running and hadnôt missed a beat 
ï wrong ï it turned out the second battery was not much better than the main battery with not 
enough cranking current even when connected to the main battery. We had a multimeter so we 
were able to see that both batteries were down to about 12.14 volts which surprised us as we 
couldnôt understand why both batteries should have been so low. Also as I have a Piranha 
DBE140S Dual Battery Isolator and Management System I would have expected the Main Bat-
tery to be protected. 
 
 
The next option was I thought a way of trying to ñrevitaliseò the batteries by boiling up some wa-
ter and pouring the water over the batteries as I had seen this work on a 4WD show many years 
ago. The result was only about a 0.2 of a volt increase ï still not enough to start the motor. (I 
have since read that this can work if you put the battery in some warm coals for a period of time). 
At this stage we decided we would try and raise someone on UHF Ch 18 as that was the Chan-
nel for Googs Track and was also monitored by Loan Oak Farmhouse which we had heard on 
channel the day before. Even though we tried several times we could not get a response on 
Channel 18 which was not a big surprise as we hadnôt heard any other vehicles on Channel the 
day before and Loan Oak Farmhouse was nearer the Ceduna end of the track which was now on 
the limit of UHF signal. The situation was now feeling a little more serious as it seemed other 
than climbing Mt Finke and trying for a Mobile Phone signal (from the Tarcoola area) we were 
well and truly alone. 
 
 
Looking through all the gear we had with us we found that we had a few torch batteries (D Cell 
4x 1.5 volts and one Dolphin Torch 6 volt) which if we cobbled them together we could make an-
other 12volt battery. This turned out to be difficult as even though I had plenty of Duct Tape and 
about a metre of 240Volt cable in my tool box it was not a success. The next idea we hit upon 
was to just try using the 6volt torch battery in series with the secondary battery giving a com-
bined 18volts which we connected across the primary battery. Much to our relief this showed we 
had created in effect a rudimentary battery charger as we now could measure approximately 8 
amps charging to the primary battery. This now gave us some hope as long as the charge could 
run for a while without melting the torch battery. With the multimeter we could see over the next 
45 mins the voltage across the dolphin battery gradually drop to about 2.5 volts with the battery 
becoming too hot to touch. 
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As this appeared to be recharging the main 
battery we thought we would now use the  
4 D Cells taped together creating another  
6 volt battery and connecting that in place 
of the now almost melting Dolphin battery. 
Initially we had approx. 6 amps flowing until 
after 20 mins the D Cells became extremely 
hot with the voltage and current dropping 
away. As we had no other ideas at this 
point it was now or never so after about 3 
or so hours from the first click, click, click 
we held our breaths as I pushed the start 
button ï hallelujah! The motor fired up! ï I 
have never felt such relief and I must admit 
there was a fair bit of back slapping and 
self-congratulating as we had worked our 
way through a sorry situation. Needless to 

say we didnôt turn the motor off until we reached Kingoonya Pub for a celebratory ale all along won-
dering why the primary battery had failed in the first place. 
 
 
The answer to this became a little clearer as we were rolling out our swags at Glendambo that even-
ing where I noticed my brake lights were on ï the motor was not running and no-one was near the 
car. In closing the back door of the Prado the lights went out so I assumed there was an electrical 
fault in that area until later in the evening the lights came on again and this time the only way to turn 
the brake lights off was to pull the fuse for the brake lights. This got us thinking that it was possible 
the night that our battery went flat the brake lights may have come on and as the battery was now 
4.5 years old it was no longer in its prime condition 
 
 
On our trip back to Adelaide more things were starting to appear to go wrong as several of the in-
strument Dash lights were coming on. To cut a long story short the upshot of the problem turned out 
to be the caravan brake controller I have in the Prado. It had gone faulty and was causing some bat-
tery feedback which brought on the brake lights and then various instrument warning lights. In the 
end I had the brake controller replaced (Toyota have also told me brake controllers have been 
known to cause this type of problem) and two 
new batteries fitted to the Prado. Thanks Don 
for suggesting I go to Peter and Rickôs Auto 
Workshop at Glynde for the batteries as well as 
a CTEK Battery Charger ï their prices and  
service are certainly recommended by me now. 
 
 
This incident has highlighted to me the need to 
really think about all eventualities as even 
though for this trip I thought we were well pre-
pared. I could have borrowed a Sat Phone (as 
we had done when we crossed the Simpson) 
and maybe looked at 2 vehicles as a minimum 
when heading to remote regions ï lesson 
learned.  
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