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Welcome to your April Patrolling magazine and to Autumn! 
Has the fact that the weather is cooling had an impact on how many trips we have 
coming up in the next part of the year - or is it just that the Trips Officer is doing a great 
job with prompting members to get cracking to arrange trips?  Any how, please take time 
to read the following page containing planned trips and/or outings including a proposal 
from Colin & Tricia for a short break Caravanning at Port Hughes Caravan Park—to 
relax, do a spot of fishing or maybe golf? (see page 21).  
 
Please note if going to the mid year lunch at the Old Noarlunga Hotel that you  pay 
the Treasurer on or before June General Meeting. (See page 22)          Enjoy!   Kate 

Patrolling  Magazine 

Trip Reports, photos, and any items of interest are all welcome.  Please forward to the Editor.  Contact 
details on page 3. 

THE  DEADLINE  FOR  JUNE  ISSUE  IS:-  20 MAY 2016 
 

Views and opinions expressed in this magazine are not those of the Nissan Patrol Club of SA, unless specific 
reference is made to the article 

Front cover is a February 2011 adaptation from Marie Schultz’s 2003 original concept.  

Patrolling the Editor’s Desk 

30 YEARS AGO - 1986 

GREAT VICTORIA DESERT 
 

As invited guests of the FAR WEST 4WD CLUB of SA, Garry & Jenny Thompson and 006 and family  
accompanied trip leader, Angelo Pippos, his wife Sharon and son Jared together with other Far West Club 
members; Colin & Glenys Klau, Warren & Pat Charleton and family and Peter & Janice Slade and family 
on a trip from Nullabor North through Cook to Voakes Hill, West, via Anne Beadell track to Neale’s  
Junction and South via Connie-Sue to Cocklebiddy via Rawlinna.  After the main part of the trip was  
completed, we then called into Eyre Bird Observatory via Twilight Cove and the beach, returning to the 
bitumen at Madura via the Old Coach Track below the escarpment.  
 
Only for the fact that there is no permanent water, that the region is called a desert, the vegetation from 
Voakes Hill via Serpentine Lakes to Neale’s Junction was an unbelievable sight; only the track broke up 
the mat of grasses, mainly Triodia, thick and golden.  Left and right of the track was like a botanical  
garden, shrubs up to 3 metres high ranged through Melaleucas, Mulga, Mallee, Hakea Desert Poplar,  
Grevilleas, Eucalypts and various others we couldn’t name.  The taller trees were what I called Desert  
Kurrajong, Sheoaks, Blackoaks, and 15 metre high white trunked Eucalypts interspersed with Salmon 
Gums.  Spring time would reveal flowers on many Acacias, native peach and native orange trees. The bird 
life seemed scarce while driving along, but at each lunch stop and camp-site, species were plentiful.   
 
Serpentine Lakes area revealed some 30 species totalling 80 birds.  All up for the trip, 71 species for 600 
birds were recorded.  
 
Driving conditions were not hard on the driver or the vehicles. Three vehicles got staked tyres, 006 record-
ing  his first flat in 202,000km. 
 
Camp-sites were always in attractive settings.  Animal life was non-existent above Cook and slightly above 
Rawlinna. Below this area ‘roos’ were plentiful, perhaps 1500 for the trip.  Camels were seen between  
Nullabor  and Cook near the head of the Bight.  Seven Bustards were seen between Neale’s Junction and 
Rawlinna.  The view from the  escarpment  of the Bight was magnificent.  
 
I could go on and on about the trip but I will leave it by saying, thanks to Angelo and the Far West 4WD 
Club for the marvelous trip.  I envy two groups; Trevor’s group for being there in the Spring time and Len 
Beadell’s group for being there first and cutting the tracks; but at least, we have had the pleasure of driving 
along some of his tracks.  
 
006.– Peter Taylor 
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All participants must register their name and vehicle registration on the trip sheet, or advise the trip leader of their 
participation.  Registration is required to comply with the Club’s public liability insurance policy.  Visitors are welcome 
to join most trips and social events; simply register your name on the sheet in the trip folder or see the Trips Officer.   
Visitors must also sign the Club “Warning” forms if participating on a trip. 
 

All participants must confirm with the designated Trip Leader by the Confirmation Date that they still wish to attend 
the event or trip.  Failure to do so will indicate to the Trip Leader that you do NOT wish to participate. 
 

If at the last minute you are unable to join a trip for which you have registered, please make every endeavour to 
advise either the trip leader or someone else joining the trip.  This will ensure the group is not held up waiting for a 
non-arrival. 

(Remember to complete your ICE form prior to commencing on your Trip.) 

 
 

 
 
Trip Name: Venus Bay 
Trip Leader: Janice Lamkin 
Start Date: 15/4/16 
End Date: 15/5/16 
Contact No: 0429 307 333 
What to expect: Social/fishing etc 
 
Trip Name: Willangi Bush Escape 
Trip Leader:Dave & Helen Richards 
Start Date: 22/4/16 
End Date: 25/4/16 
Contact No: 0405 189 628 
What to expect: 
 
Trip Name: Deep Creek Cons/Park 
Trip Leader: Wayne Dunn 
Start Date:  20/5/16 
End Date:   22/5/16 
Contact No: 0417 816 213 
What to expect: 
 
Trip Name: Robe to Beachport 
Trip Leader: Andrew Jackson 
Start Date: 3/6/16 
End Date: 5/6/16 
Contact No: 0458 263 739 
What to expect: 
 
Trip Name: Peake 
Trip Leader:Dave & Helen Richards 
Start Date: 17/6/16 
End Date: 19/6/16 
Contact No: 0405 189 628 
What to expect: 
 
Trip Name:  Saunders Gorge 
Trip Leader:  Andrew Jackson 
Start Date: 31/7/16 
End Date: Day trip only 
Contact No: 0458 263 739 
What to expect: 
 
 
 
 

 
FUTURE TRIP PLAN 

 
 
Trip Name: Peake 
Trip Leader: Craig Wood 
Start Date:  12/8/16 
End Date: 14/8/16 
Contact No: 0419 865 656 
What to expect: 
 
Trip Name: Port Hughes Caravan Pk 
Trip Leader: Colin & Tricia 
Goodrich 
Start Date: 18/8/16 
End Date: 23/8/16 
Contact No:  0418 322 071 
What to expect: 
 
Trip Name: Jakem Farm 
Trip Leader: Andrew Jackson 
Start Date: 11/9/16 
End Date: Day Trip only 
Contact  No: 0458 263 739 
What to expect: 
 
Trip Name: Border Track 
Trip Leader: Andrew Jackson 
Start Date: 23/9/16 
End Date: 25/9/16 
Contact No: 0458 263 739 
What to expect: 
 
Trip Name: Octoberfest in Whyalla 
Trip Leader:Dave & Helen Richards 
Start Date: 30/9/16 
End Date: 3/10/16 
Contact No: 0405 189 628 
What to expect: 
 
Trip Name: Deep Creek Cons/Park 
Trip Leader:  Wayne Dunn 
Start Date: 21/10/16 
End Date:  23/10/16 
Contact No:  0417 816 213 
What to expect: 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Trip Name: Morgan Quarry 
Trip Leader:Dave & Helen Richards 
Start Date:  4/11/16 
End Date:  6/11/16 
Contact No: 0405 189 628 
What to expect: 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=microsoft+clip+art+autumn&view=detailv2&&id=8A679A01D9AF9087D2FD7EABFFFA41C829BF2783&selectedIndex=148&ccid=Fu%2fsYHTF&simid=608017200812655106&thid=OIP.M16efec6074c5dcc8ba1d351f91d484d2o0
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The President’s Points 
 

 

 

Hello Fellow Patrollers, 
 
The year has started on a busy note.  The changes we made to the meeting format have 
been well received; the feedback has been positive with most saying that it is move in 
the right direction 
 
The trips calendar is very busy; most months have one or more 4WD or social events 
happening.  There are still gaps for more - by all means keep them coming. 
 
To further encourage others to organise trips, the committee has decided to cover the 
cost of any member wishing to do the Trip leaders course being run by FWDSA in 
October at Cavan.  It is a one day course designed to outline the role & responsibilities of 
a trip leader,  Please consider doing it, if you have not run a trip before. 
 
The committee this year is doing a review of the clubs Constitution.  A number of 
members have made suggestions for changes that would make it more relevant to what 
we are now & eliminate a few anomalies that exist.  
 
One of the biggest changes suggested is to rename the club to more reflect what we are 
& what we do; to tell people that we are a 4WD club, that we have a large social 
contingent and we encourage all makes of vehicles etc.  
 
I quite like “The Nissan 4WD Adventure & Social Club”, but there are others I’m sure that 
will fit what we want from the name.   
 
All sorts of ideas come to mind – one of the more radical is –Do we remove the name 
Nissan? given that less than 50% of the vehicles are Nissan.  It is worthy of thought. 
Is ‘The Adelaide 4WD Adventure & Social Club appropriate etc. etc. etc.? 
 
These questions & many more require your  input.  After all, the club belongs to you, the 
members.   
 
To that end the committee is looking for your thoughts / feedback,.   
 
Do you want this or not.  Can we achieve the same end by simply changing the way we 
brand ourselves. 
 
Please let us know.  It is a major decision that all members should have a say in!!!!! 
 
 
Till Next time  
Safe Driving 
 
Wayne {NPC 389}  
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CONQUEST TYREPOWER 
72 GRANGE ROAD 

WELLAND 
PH. 83401404 

CHRIS BAKER 

TYRE PRESSURE MONITORING 
SYSTEMS 

 
FROM $349 LESS 10% CLUB 

DISCOUNT $315 

T/LESS TYRE REPAIR KITS 
 

$45 LESS 10% CLUB  
DISCOUNT $40 

10% DISCOUNT ON ALL BRAKE, STEERING AND SUSPENSION  
REPAIRS INCLUDING IRONMAN SPRINGS AND SHOCKERS. 

SPECIAL CLUB PRICES ON ALL KELLY, KUMHO, COOPER  & 
TOYO TYRES 

FREE AFTER SALES SERVICE ON EVERY SET OF 4 TYRES  
PURCHASED (ROTATION AND BALANCE, & CHECK STEERING,  

SUSPENSION & BRAKES EVERY 10000KM FOR THE LIFE OF THE 
TYRES 
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 NPCSA is now on  

You, along with family & friends can follow the 

Nissan Patrol Club SA on Facebook.  Keep up to date with 

 
 
 

Give us a big thumbs up atwww.facebook.com/NissanPatrolClubSA 

NISSAN PATROL CLUB OF S.A. April 2016 Page  9 

Patrolling 
 

 

Support the businesses that support the Club 

  

  

  

www.batterydiscounters.com.au 

CHEAPEST BATTERIES TO SUIT 
ALL CARS & 4WDs IN ADELAIDE 

Peter & Rick's Auto Workshop 

14 Provident Avenue 
Glynde SA 5070 
Ph: 08 8365 5100 
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That’s right!  36 and all have been attended by some of our 
present day members who have not missed even one.  That 
speaks volumes of accolades for this wonderful Nissan Club 
tradition. 
 
With SA experiencing a summer of ongoing stretches of  
excessively hot days, the camp at Murbko was looking like 
being days for clubbies to spend sitting neck deep in the  
lagoon.  The build-up of storm clouds and radio reports of hail 
and flooding rains on Friday, added concerns to the travellers.  
What a relief when we woke up Saturday to a beautiful  
morning with refreshingly cooling breezes.  Twenty campers 
including two visitors spent most of the day with old and new 
friends chatting and sharing their experiences. 
 
 

Laughter along with the rattle of dice, bird calls and  
people generally enjoying themselves was heard 
throughout the camp.  Six more campers including two 
regular visitors arrived on Sunday. 
 
On Saturday, the regular happy hour was followed later 
by our Australia Day Celebration with a shared communal 
dessert.  The table was laden with Trifles, Pavlovas and 
cleverly decorated cakes and goodies.  The group quickly 
tucked into the feast which would have fed a small army.  
Maddie was the stand out in the Australia Day dress up 
along with the other members who chose to join in the fun 
wearing some clever and innovative Aussie outfits.   
 
Sunday was the designated day for the Annual fishing 
competition.  While some members chose to relax and 

socialise, others took to their kayaks and the big time anglers grabbed their lines and set to work. 
 
Unfortunately, the carp had different ideas, so single lengths not multiples became the decider with John 
and Maddie whose fish tipped 46cm.  They were the winners of the Haibao fishing reel kindly donated by 
Brian Booy. 
 
Newbies to caravanning and “wannabe” new members, were blown away with the warm welcome and 
friendly advice which they received.  
 
Monday night’s Happy Hour was friendly and relaxed with Brian and Judy competing with John and Mad-
die in some sort of Lover’s knot/Tribal dance???  The Cookies added to the fun keeping the group guess-
ing why they could or could not be invited to their picnic.  
 
An excellent week-end to continue in the history of Nissan Club 
Australia Day camps that started with eleven participants in 
January 1980 at Hogwash Sandbar on the River Murray.   
 
Bob Morrison put up the first trophy for the canoe races which 
became an annual event, also at Finniss River near Clayton, 
Haylands Station Lagoon, upstream of Blanchetown, moving to 
Murbko in 1992. 
 
 
Story by: The Lewis Sisters. 
 

 

The Thirty Sixth Nissan Patrol Club Australia Day 
Week-end Celebration. 

John & Maddie’s decorated tent 

The Cookies trying out their spinnaker. 

Geoff and Don going for a paddle 
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We pulled up with our caravan at our usual spot at Murbko 
Lagoon and there was a dead pelican on the ground.  This 
could be a bit smelly!  So out with the shovel and the avian 
carcass was removed to a suitable distance outside of smell-
ing range.  As it happened the pelican was well past the 
smelly stage, just feathers, bones and skin. 
 
A little later, relaxing on our camping chairs, we spotted a 
pelican wing impaled on a bare branch of a tree about ten 
meters above where we found the dead pelican (obviously minus one wing).  
 
Several theories were offered by our camp mates for this unusual happening.   

 
Did the pelican suffer a heart attack in mid-flight?  Not possible 
to prove either way as the body was beyond the autopsy stage.  
Was it struck by lightning?  There were no visible burn marks on 
the body.   
 
Was it a female pelican that dived to avoid an amorous male 
suitor?  That would be hard to prove. 
 
The next day we had a knock on our caravan door from  

Allan Langer.  He said “I know how the pelican died!” 
 
Allan, as you know is a radio-controlled model aircraft enthusiast.  He had been flying his self-
propelled glider around the campsite catching thermals when he decided to land in the clear  
area between the trees and the lagoon.  As the glider came in low over the trees towards the 
lagoon, a sudden gust of wind off the lagoon caught the glider head-on.  It lost momentum and 
descended rapidly into a tree.  The glider fuselage and one wing fell to the ground leaving the 
other stuck up in the tree. 
 
So congratulations Allan.  Without any thought of your own personal safety or that of your glider 
you set out to replicate the final moments of that ill-fated pelican flight.   
 
This investigation and flight modelling rates with the well known TV series “Air Crash 
 Investigations”.  
 
 What do you think?   Jeff Schapel NPC 31 

(Murbko Lagoon, Pelicans, Galah photos from Pat Trowbridge) 

THE STORY OF THE PELICAN AND THE 
PLANE 
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The Club recommends that members have RAA membership to cover mechanical breakdowns on Club trips, and 
ambulance  

cover from the SA Ambulance Service or your private health insurer to cover medical emergencies. 
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NPCSA Club Member Profile 

 

 

 

 
Club Member. 

 
Andrew Jackson 

 
Member since. 

 
2013 

What 4WD are you driving? 2013 Isuzu D-Max LSU Dual Cab Ute 

What vehicle mods have you done? 2” Lift Kit, 
X-Rox bull bar, 
Cooper AT3 265/75/R16 
UHF Radio 
Thumper Elite Portable Dual Battery System 

What’s your next planned mod? New roof-rack or diff lockers 

Got a camp buddy? Yes, usually my son Mitchell tags along. He loves camping too. 

Camp Accommodation of choice Rain, hail or shine, nothing beats a night in the open sleeping in my 
trusty swag. 

Favourite 4WD destination. Northern Flinders Ranges. 

What makes this your favourite? I love the naturally rugged landscape, variety of terrain and being able to 
see so much wildlife. Every time I have visited, the conditions are differ-
ent and always challenge my 4WDing skills. 

Favourite campfire food. Slow cooked roast pork in the camp oven (and a late night cheese  
kransky) 

Campfire drink of choice CC and Dry cans (usually too many of them!) 

What’s three places/trips you haven’t 
been to yet but would like to? 

I’d love to do a club trip to the Maralinga Lands and visit the site of the 
nuclear testing. 
I would also like to visit the meteorite crater featured in the movie Wolf 
Creek. 
I’m also keen to have a crack at the beach run between Robe and 
Beachport. 

What’s your dream 4WD? A tricked up Land Rover Defender 110 long wheel base. 

Two truths and a lie. First ever 4WD trip was across the Simpson in 1986 in a Hilux. 
Appeared in Cleo’s 1992 Most Eligible Batchelor edition. 
Have lived in Alice Springs, Tenant Creek, Mount Gambier, Ardrossan 
and Adelaide. 
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Hi Patrollers,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

So you want to be a Trip Leader? 

No doubt you've seen the 2016 Trips and Events calendar and it's a jam packed year. To help keep the calendar full 
of great trips, we're calling on all club members to consider how they can help.  

The Trip Leader is the lifeblood of any 4WD trip, and naturally the more trip leaders we can develop, the more trips 
will be available to Patrollers.  And that's where we want your help! 

So what does it take to be a good trip leader? 

Great question.  First and foremost is a trip!  But we all know that your first trip as a leader can be daunting, so why 
not join in and help out on an existing trip in the calendar.  Our trip leaders are always looking for help and keen to 
buddy-up with other keen Patrollers to help organise 4WD trips.  So whether it's help with coordinating meeting 
points, locating camp sites or leading small convoys, any help will be greatly really appreciated.  Why not volunteer 
to be a tail-end-charley and make sure everyone gets to camp safely, or get involved in a campsite based activity 
(camp oven cook-off or similar).  Assisting a trip leader can be a great entrée to running your own trip in the      
future.  

What help is available? 

In addition to the existing trip leaders who would love to share their experiences with you, the NPCSA has a     
document available to its members to help them get started as a trip leader.  The document is a self help guide that 
discusses among other things: 

 How to create a smooth trip 

 How much 4WD experience is needed 

 What makes an interesting trip 

 How to book club equipment 

 Forms and processes 

 Effective convoy procedures 

 UHF Protocols, and 

 Track and Camping etiquette  

So if you've ever considered being a trip leader but not sure where to start, then speak with your Trips Officer,   
Andrew Jackson who can provide you with a copy of this great resource guide.  

More importantly, get involved in a trip on this year's calendar and build your skills in a safe and friendly environ-
ment. After all, the more trip leaders we have within our club, the more trips will be available in the calendar across 
2016, 2017 and beyond. 

Andrew Jackson 

Phone: 0458 Andrew 
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Murray Mouth Day Trip 
 

Date 28th February 2016. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Time 10.15am. 
Location Goolwa Beach / Murray Mouth. 
Members who attended were:- 
Andrew Jackson (Trip Leader) with Mitchell & Ami, Andy O’Donohue & Sue 
Jackson, Geoff & Marie Dalitz, Paul Brophy & Robyn Ransom with Ben, Renee & 
Tyler, Phil Stanley & Jack,  Rod Kitto, Craig Wood & Ben Wood, Dave & Helen  
Richards with Jaxon Rayner. 
 
Weather was absolutely perfect for the NPCSA trip to the Murray Mouth. The mouth 
of the Murray River is located about 10 kilometres south east of Goolwa and about 75 
kilometres south / south-east of Adelaide.  8 cars arrived at the car park next to the 
Goolwa beach at 10.15am.  We aired down our tyres and after a brief safety talk from 
Andrew, proceeded to the Goolwa Beach.  There were 2 Gentleman at the entrance 
of the beach from Fisheries & Aquaculture who were speaking to people as they  
entered the beach giving out pamphlets & information on catch, size & bag limits.  
Andrew led the group along the beach and Phil was TC.  The drive along the beach 
was relatively easy as the sand was wet.   
 
We arrived and parked up along the mouth.   
 
The cameras & mobile phones came out and some of us took photos, while a few of 
the group decided to do some surf fishing. 
 
Rod, Phil, Jack, Andy, Andrew, Sue, Robyn, Ben, Paul & Renee all threw lines out trying to catch fish, 
although with plastic bait which was 6 months old or cockles which were 2 years old, this was not going to 
be an easy feat. 

 
The dredger was visible to help maintain the opening to the mouth.  
Quite a few people were driving up to the mouth and then returning 
back as news of “Not much fish here” was circulating. 
 
Other members paddled in the water.  Some decided a coffee was 
needed.  Sandcastles were built and knocked down.   
 
Marie & I gathered shells for our collection.  Young Tyler & Jaxon 
made most of the time on the beach playing chasey, filling up the 
bucket with sand, water & shells as well as sharing the Tonka truck.  
Mitchell enjoyed playing with it in the water.  Ami loved the beach too.   
 

(Continued on page 17) 
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We even got to see a seal playing in the mouth.  The rip tide was 
helping the seal move freely and quickly through the water out to 
sea. 
 
Some of us were getting hungry so we enjoyed a picnic lunch.  After 
about an hour we headed back towards the beach entrance.  A new 
spot was located to try and catch some fish.  Craig’s son Ben arrived 
to say hello to everyone & show us his new addition, a Nissan Patrol 
Shorty 4WD.  
 

 
No fish were caught, although about 4 crabs were caught & placed back 
in the water.  By this time the tide was coming in, so we all packed up 
and headed for the carpark.  A few stayed behind to collect cockles.  
 
By about 3.30pm it was time to air up and head back home to Adelaide.  
 
Many thanks to Andrew for organising the day’s itinerary.  We all had a 
fun filled day. 
 
Lots of fun, food and friendship, alas NO FISH  
 
Helen Richards 
(364) 

 

 

 

 

 

(Continued from page 16) 
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SAPOL - AIR COMMAND CENTRE VISIT 
 
On Wednesday March the 9th, 36 members and some visitors of the Nissan Patrol Club gathered at an 
unsuspecting warehouse at the back of Harbourtown and bordering onto the Adelaide Airport.  This 
was our trip to the Air Command Centre of the South Australian Police. 
 
We were greeted by Sargent Dave Scutchings who is a career 
police officer with many years of experience under his belt.  
From being a General Duties Officer, Detective and working on 
several task forces, Dave is now responsible for running a unit 
with the S.T.A.R. Force (Special Tasks and Response Force). 
 
After a quick safety briefing and an advanced apology from 
Dave, in the event that he be called out on a job, we made our 
way through their hangar and across the landing pad to have a 
close view of our first helicopter. 

 
 
The Motor Accident Commission Rescue Helicopter is a twin engine 
helicopter capable of over two hours flying time.  Flying time was 
largely dependent on total weight.  The more crew and passengers on 
board, the less fuel capacity and vice-versa.   
 
Essentially, the helicopter needs to be under a certain weight to get it 
off the ground.  Flying conditions also play a big part on flying time.  
While having two engines, it is capable of flying on one (although not 
preferred) and is also capable of flying through clouds. 

 
Some members took the opportunity to sit up into the pilot’s seat with the strictest 
of instructions not to touch any of the hundreds of buttons all within reach.  Some 
also climbed into the rear of the helicopter which was set up ready to react to an 
emergency situation.  
 
We viewed some of the safety and retrieval equipment on board, and a quick run 
through on the perils of winching recoveries, often the most dangerous of  
situations for the pilot, crew and rescuers.  
 
A typical response team would consist of a pilot and two, sometimes three crew 
members. The crew members can include police officers, retrieval paramedics, 
specialist doctors or nurses.  There is always a minimum of two crew on standby 
at any time with three helicopters available. 
 
 

With the haze of aviation fuel in the background and a slight sprinkling of rain, we moved back inside 
the hangar past the Police helicopter which was currently in pieces.  All helicopters are regularly  
serviced to ensure they remain in prime condition. 
 

The next helicopter was a completely different style of helicopter used 
largely by SAPOL for tracking crime.  Capable of seating four crew, it  
typically carries three to maximise flying time.  This helicopter was carbon 
fibre, much lighter and faster and used predominantly for tracking vehicles 
from above, during high speed chases.  The helicopter is fitted with a  
billion lumen spotlight as well as F.L.I.R. Camera, (Forward Looking Infra-
Red camera) which can be slaved together to ensure optimum vision and 
filming, often used in court proceedings to lock up the bad guys.   
 
The left hand side of the helicopter was fitted with a sliding door providing 
the option to be opened mid-flight where the rear seated officer, usually 

the flight commander, can harness themselves onto the helicopter and step out onto the skids. 
 

(Continued on page 19) 
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The right hand side doors are a set of rear and forward opening doors (suicide style) and not  
designed to be opened during flight.  Hence the name suicide doors! 
 
Sargent Scutchings posed one of the more interesting questions of the night to the NPCSA Members 
“How do we know exactly which street a bad guy is on?”  Member’s answers included via Satellite  
Navigation, calls from the public to 000, radio communications from ground crews, but no-one was  
prepared for what happened next.  Sargent Scutchings reached into the seat pocket and pulled out a 
scraggy old copy of the UBD, a 2012 edition none-the-less.  Staggering to think a helicopter worth  
several millions of dollars with a light and camera set up also worth close to two million dollars is  
supported by a 4 year old piece of anti-technology work $19-95. 
 
Whilst not designed as a rescue helicopter, the seat configuration allows it to become one in special  
circumstances.  
 
Following a viewing of one further helicopter and a walk past the Chanel 7 News helicopter, we 
moved back to where our tour commenced where Sargent Scutchings backed up his S.T.A.R. Force 
Tactics Unit, a 2015 Toyota Landcruiser designed to carry 5 officers at any one time.   
 
From the outside, apart from a few hints as to its actual use, it looks like a typical run of the mill street 
cred Landcruiser.  Open the rear door and suddenly this all changed. 
 
The rear compartment carries a few of their ‘toys’ including door keys (large steel medieval bars with 
various spikes, jemmies and wedges designed to gently open doors), door knockers (about the size of 
three sledge hammers all rolled into one, used for waking the heaviest of sleepers) and window  
openers (another medieval style sword device designed to smash windows and clear glass in a  
hurry). 
 
We viewed several types of shields and batons, some used specifically for riot situations and some 
violent entry scenarios.  Our eyes were drawn to a hardened case marked “Distraction Box”.   
 
Inside the box we saw an array of handheld devices used to do just as the name described, used to 
distract any offenders they are dealing with. 
 
From flash bombs, smoke grenades and capsicum spray, it seemed like a fun little box to have at their 
disposal.  
 
Although not on display on the night, there is also room for semi-automatic weapons and a few other 
secret devices that Sargent Scutchings preferred to keep to himself. 
 
It was a great tour of both the SAPOL Air Command facility and a look through the S.T.A.R. Force  
vehicle.   
 
Whilst we were welcome to take photos of the helicopters and vehicle, just like a dentist whose face 
we couldn’t show on TV, Sargent Scutchings was reluctant to have his photo taken, given the special 
nature of the work he does to keep the SA community safe.   
 
Special thanks to Sargent Scutchings for this special insight into a rarely seen side of policing.   
 
Keep your eyes to the sky next time you hear a helicopter overhead.  It could just be Sargent Dave 
Scutchings keeping an eye on you! 
 
Feedback from members has vetoed it was a great event 
with all respondents advising they enjoyed the experience 
and would like to visit again in 2017.  Feedback showed 
great interest in doing similar events at SA Ambulance  
Service, SA Fire Brigade and Water Rescue Services.  
 
Watch this space……  

 

(Continued from page 18) 
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RECIPES WITH THE DUCHESS 

Rice Salad 
1 Red and 1 Green Capsicum diced small 
1 Red Apple skin on diced small 
2 tablespoons Sultanas 
2-3 Shallots or Chives chopped 
 
Mix all together and marinade in : 
2 tbsp Sugar 
1 tbsp Curry Powder 
1/3 cup White Vinegar 
1/3 cup French dressing 
Pepper 
Marinade for a few hours in the fridge or even overnight if you wish.  
 
Rice 
2 cups Rice and cook 
Then cool and mix with marinated vegetables 
Keep in the fridge 
 
 
The above quantity served 18 guests at the RSL chicken night.  A great variety of various salads also available.  
I was left with about a quarter of the quantity. which if kept refrigerated can be served on the following day.  

 
PROPOSED TRIP  Thursday 18th  -Tuesday 23rd  AUGUST 2016 

 

PORT HUGHES CARAVAN PARK, YORKE PENINSULA. 
 

The caravan park offers in-house deals of 10 nights powered sites for $200.00. 
These may be taken in one session, or, split into 2 stays of 5 nights, or, shared with an-
other couple and have 2 sites for 5 nights. 
We suggest that we book as a group and share 5 nights among 2 couples. That is 
$100.00 per couple. 
The park offers excellent facilities and is just minutes from historic Moonta. It is also an 
ideal base location to tour Yorke Peninsula. 
 
If sufficient people are interested we can try to organise either a half or full day fishing 
charter to chase Snapper, King George Whiting, Snook or Squid. There are several local 
operators charging between $120 - $140 half day or $170 - $190 full day. This will be 
subject to weather. 
 
 
Colin & Tricia Goodrich. 
 
 

https://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-5k4VZgo13_0/T2evTQhs7rI/AAAAAAAAEuU/lthJLHGWo7g/s1600/Veg%252BSchezwan%252BFried%252BRice.jpg&imgrefurl=http://spusht.blogspot.com/2012_03_01_archive.html&h=1037&w=691&tbnid=XiPRZNEhn2nADM
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REMEMBER  -  when disposing of your old vehicle, please remove 
your club stickers, as the person you sell it to may not be as 
concerned with the do’s and don’ts of four wheel driving as you are 
and therefore will give the Club a bad name. 

CLUB MERCHANDISE AVAILABLE TO PURCHASE 
 

Nissan Patrol Club sticker: Large circle $2.20. 
Nissan Patrol Club cloth badges: $6.00 
Nissan Patrol Club Key Rings: $5.00 
Water Bottles: Light stainless steel, $8.00 each or 2 for $15.00. Contact Marina 
 

 

NISSAN PATROL CLUB 
Mid Year Lunch 

 

Sunday 26th June 2016  
12.30pm 

OLD NOARLUNGA HOTEL 
38 Patapinda Rd, Old Noarlunga 

(08) 8386 2061 

 

Come along and enjoy the company of fellow 
Nissan Club members. 

Place the names of those attending 
on the Trip List; 

Add in your diary or on your calendar, 
mobile or tablet 

 
BUT don’t forget our mid year lunch has been 

arranged. 
 

$31.00/pp 3 course meal 
Payments due by June General Meeting! 
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