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 Angelo Tsirbas 0422 698 805 
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 Marina Langer  8381 5415  

Committee Members: 

 Jeffrey Schapel 8271 7756 

 Jim Byfield 8264 5648 

 Allan Langer 8381 5415 
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 Brian Cook 8258 1250 

 Wayne Dunn 8265 2165 

Driver Training Unit Delegate: 

 Dave Richards 8374 0678 
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 Rod Kitto 8298 4126 
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 Dave Richards 8374 0678 
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 Kevin Osborn 8337 6410 

Magazine Sub-Committee: 
 
Mail Out Don Grigg 
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CLUB 

Nissan Patrol Club of South Australia 
Inc 
PO Box 153 

KILKENNY      SA 5009 
 
MAGAZINE 

Don Grigg  
12 Cheringar Blvd 
DERNANCOURT   SA   5075 
 
Phone: 8266 3664 
Email: editor@nissanpatrolclubsa.org 
 

WEB ADDRESS 
 

www.nissanpatrolclubsa.org 
Email: webmaster@nissanpatrolclubsa.org 

CLUB  MEETINGS  are held at the 
Challa Gardens Primary School, Humphries 
Terrace (off Torrens Road), Kilkenny on the 
first Thursday of every month except 
January.  Meetings commence at 7.30 pm. 
 
 

The Nissan Patrol Club is a member of  
Four Wheel Drive SA Inc (FWDSA), which 
is a member of Four Wheel Drive Australia  
Pty Ltd (formerly the Australian National 
Four Wheel Drive Council Inc (ANFWDC)). 
 
 

UHF Channel 21 is recognised as the 
official Club radio channel. 

Nissan  Patrol  Club  of  South  Australia  Inc  
Established   1979  

ADDRESSES 
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I have devoted two pages to Francis Edwin Birtles in this magazine. ñWho?ò, I hear you 

ask. Read his fascinating biography on pp 16,17. 

Jeff has had his share of flat batteries in the past and his article on pp 18,19 tells you 

how to install a monitor so that you can watch your dual batteries live or die in 0.01V 

intervals. 

Thanks to all report writers and photo contributors; please keep the material flowing in. 

Don  

Patrolling  Magazine 

Trip Reports, photos, and any items of interest are all welcome.  Please forward to the Editor.  Contact 
details on page 3. 

DEADLINE  FOR  JUNE  ISSUE  20 JULY 2012 
 

Views and opinions expressed in this magazine are not those of the Nissan Patrol Club of SA, unless specific 
reference is made to the article 

Front cover is a February 2011 adaptation from Marie Schultzôs 2003 original concept.  

 

Patrolling the Editorôs Desk 

30 YEARS AGO - Patrolling Volume 4  July  1982 
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All participants must register their name and vehicle registration on the trip sheet, or advise the trip leader of their 
participation.  Registration is required to comply with the Clubôs public liability insurance policy.  Visitors are welcome 
to join most trips and social events; simply register your name on the sheet in the trip folder or see the Trips Officer.   
Visitors must also sign the Club ñWarningò forms if participating on a trip. 
 

All participants must confirm with the designated Trip Leader by the Confirmation Date that they still wish to attend the 
event or trip.  Failure to do so will indicate to the Trip Leader that you do NOT wish to participate. 
 

If at the last minute you are unable to join a trip for which you have registered, please make every endeavour to 
advise either the trip leader or someone else joining the trip.  This will ensure the group is not held up waiting for a 
non-arrival. 

The Club recommends that members have RAA membership to cover mechanical 

breakdowns on Club trips, and ambulance cover from the SA Ambulance Service or your 
private health insurer to cover medical emergencies. 

Dates Details Leader Confirmation 
Date 

8 to 11 Jun 2012 Appila Springs  Craig Wood 1 Jun 2012 

TBA Jun - Sep 
2012 

Kimberley Adventure Rod Kitto  

24 Jun 2012 Mid-year Dinner - Kaesler Restaurant -
Nuriootpa at 1:00pm - $27 per person. 
Day trip or stay at Nuriootpa Caravan Park 

Marina Langer June General 
Meeting 

5 Jul 2012 General meeting Guest Speakers - Max 
and Pam Jahn - ñKimberley coastal cruise 
experience ò 

  

14 to 15 Jul 2012 Peake sand driving Dave & Helen 
Richards 

7 Jul 2012 

18 Aug 2012 Slot Car Racing John Smedley  

29 Sep to 1 Oct 
2012 

4WD Weekend in Whyalla - see Feb 2012 
Patrolling P 22 for details - Registration 
forms available in Trip Folder. 

Angelo Tsirbas 22 Sept 2012 

20 to 21 Oct 2012 Coorong Clean Up Australia 2012 Dave & Helen 
Richards 

 

Fri 26 Oct 2012 Theatre night - ñCopacabanaò - Arts 
Theatre 53 Angus St. Adelaide at 8:00pm 
See advert P 22 

Jeff Schapel 2 Aug 2012 

25 Nov 2012 Family Christmas Picnic with Santa from 
10:00am 

President  

23 Dec 2012 Christmas Breakfast in the Park from 
9:00am Hazelwood Park - northern side. 
BYO  

Janice  

COMING EVENTS 
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The Presidentôs Points   

Hi Patrollers, 

Well we are half way into 2012. We have had quite a few events over the past six 
months, all being very successful due to the enthusiasm and friendship of all our mem-

bers. Keep checking the trip folders, and keep those important dates with your Nissan 

friends. 

To our newer members welcome to our club and by now you should be settling in and 
enjoying what the club can offer you. Remember the club is the people. If you would like 

to know more you only have to ask. There are plenty of members here to help, guide and 

give you any extra information you might need. 

Our Mid Year Lunch this year is at ñKaeslerò on Sunday June 24th. This is a great occa-

sion for catching up and enjoying each otherôs company. Make it a date.... 

The next few months we have quite a number of events on our calendar.  

Looking forward to the next 6 months with great anticipation. 

 

 

Happy travels, 

 

Your club president 

 

Helen Richards (364) 

FUNDRAISING NEWS 
Thank you to Main North Nissan and ARB for donating merchandise which was won by 

our club at the FWDSA AGM 2012 held in Strathalbyn. The prizes will now be raffled to 

members at the monthly meetings. 

Diana Bradshaw. 

We spotted these on our travels last year. 

Cocklebiddy (Eyre Hwy WA)  

POPULATION. 

People.     8 

Budgies.     25 
Quail.              4 
Dog.                1 

Kangaroos.     1,625,344 
 
Carnarvon (outside caravan park) 

If you want a twinkle or a poo, use the shire 
loo! 

Mitchell Falls 

Dingoes love the latest in fashion 
accessories especially hats and shoes. Put 
them away at night! 

Cape Leveque Kooljaman Resort. 
At speed hump, "Take em foot off 
                            Put em foot down." 
(Similar to the Mereenie Loop 44 gallon drums; ñLift 
um foot...Puttum back down.ò..Ed.) 

On side of a "Wicked van" 
You Tube My Space and I'll Google your 
Face book! 

Diana Bradshaw (NPC 378) 

amusing signs  
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CONQUEST TYREPOWER 

72 GRANGE ROAD 

WELLAND 

PH. 83401404 

CHRIS BAKER 

TYRE PRESSURE MONITORING 
SYSTEMS 

 

FROM $349 LESS 10% CLUB 

DISCOUNT $315 

T/LESS TYRE REPAIR KITS 
 

$45 LESS 10% CLUB  

DISCOUNT $40 

10% DISCOUNT ON ALL BRAKE, STEERING AND SUSPENSION  
REPAIRS INCLUDING IRONMAN SPRINGS AND SHOCKERS. 

SPECIAL CLUB PRICES ON ALL KELLY, KUMHO, COOPER  & 
TOYO TYRES 

FREE AFTER SALES SERVICE ON EVERY SET OF 4 TYRES  
PURCHASED (ROTATION AND BALANCE, & CHECK STEERING,  

SUSPENSION & BRAKES EVERY 10000KM FOR THE LIFE OF THE 

TYRES 
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Kate  Born in the Semaphore/Pt Adelaide area I have remained a coastal girl 

throughout close on 40 years of marriage. Commencing work on February 14th 1966 I 
had a challenge with the Decimal Currency conversion period which started that day.  
Met my not too soon to be husband, John at my first place of employment ï Smith Motor 

Co  where John was an Apprentice Motor Mechanic and then I moved on to the QEH 
after a short period in the motor industry. This move was to see my future set in the 
medical area, in which I remained until approximately nine years ago when I decided 

enough was enough and gave it up to try and hit a golf ball. 

Interests have been plentiful over my lifetime: short stints at tennis and squash; many 

varied craft and sewing projects; folk-art, decoupage, china painting, knitting/crochet and 

my latest adventure ï persevering with Tatting (with help from Trisha).  

John and I have both enjoyed many happy years with the NPC although leaving it for a 
few years to pursue caravanning. While members, I held the position of Secretary for 
three years which I thoroughly enjoyed, and we completed several trips and enjoyed the 

guidance and company of fellow NPC members. As was the case pointed out recently, 
we must have missed our 4WD friends as we have rejoined and are very pleased to have 
done so. We have just returned from a short trip to Venus Bay which was most 

enjoyable, especially as I finally managed to catch two fish on the last afternoon there 

and we enjoyed them for dinner on our last night. 

Currently, I am filling my time in sitting on three golf committees which is quite a 
challenge and enjoying the occasional lunch; volunteering for Cruise ships and about to 
do the same at the RSPCAôs Million Paws Walk on May 20th; plus taking the occasional 

wonderful holiday from time to time. 

John  After completing his apprenticeship, within one week he commenced his two 

years National Service stationed at Woolwich Barracks in Sydney working as a Marine 
Engineer on various Army vessels and Landing Craft.  He returned to the work force and 

spent the next few years ñjob hoppingò from motor cars, earth moving equipment and 
spent three years as a Testing Engineer at the RAA, SA.  John then was employed for 

the next 27 years at GMH where he 

spent a short stint in Vic and then 
moved into the Sales and After 
Sales areas at Elizabeth, travelling 

interstate and intrastate 
(particularly WA & NT).  At the 
completion of his career he spent 

the last few months in Dubai, and 
surrounding Middle East Countries 
on a special assignment/Fleet After

-Sales Project Manager.  John 
retired in April 2003 and has 

enjoyed a relaxed lifestyle since. 

 

Kate Church (NPC259) 

Member Profile 
Kate and John Church 
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Support the businesses that support the Club 

unit 4/27 Oaklands Rd  -  Somerton Park 
PO Box 796 Brighton SA 5048 
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Easter this year was spent at Warraweena Conservation Park, which is in the northern 
Flinders Ranges, some 540km from Adelaide, and approximately 35km off the Leigh 

Creek Road from the Beltana Roadhouse. 

On Friday afternoon some 20 vehicles, with 54 members from the Nissan Patrol Club and 
Otway 4WD Club, converged on the Minerôs campsite at Sliding Rock for the weekend. 

The campsite was approximately 3 km from the main homestead on the banks of a dry 
rocky creek bed, by the ruins of the Sliding Rock mines buildings. For a few of the 
arriving members a short hold up occurred on the rough dirt road into camp because of 

the failure of a tow bar on one vehicle, but this was overcome by a good Samaritan 
(thanks Brian!) who towed the van to camp. All had arrived by 5:00 pm and tents and 
vans were set up before gathering for happy hour. Introductions to members from the 

Otways 4WD club were made and instructions and information for the weekend given. 
We were divided into two groups ñAò and ñBò with Dave and Helen to lead group ñAò with 
Wayne and Sheryl from the Otways club to be tail end Charlie. Group ñBò was led by Don 

and Kathy, while David and Wendy were allocated the role of tail end Charlie. 

About 2:00 am on Saturday morning very 

strong wind gusts blew up which dislodged 
tent pegs and toilet tents which had not been 
securely fastened. A flurry of activity followed 

with the hammering in of new pegs and 
refastening tent ropes. These winds 
continued for the remainder of the night with 

more strong gusts about 5 am which 
instigated another flurry of activity. Many of 
the campers under canvas did not get much 

sleep. 

After breakfast on Saturday we headed to 

(Continued on page 11) 

Easter at Warraweena 
April 6-9th 2012 
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the homestead with our respective 
groups. The leaders picked up their trip 
sheets and group ñAò with 10 vehicles 

headed out onto the 55 km Cockatoo-
Dunbar loop track and group ñBò with 8 
vehicles headed for the 34 km Mt Gill 

track. Both tracks started along the same 
steep and rocky track but divided about 10 
km along. We were in group ñBò so after 

the track divided we headed along a very 
rocky beautiful gum tree lined creek bed 
to Cockatoo hut where we stopped for 

morning tea. After the break it was back 
into Bullocky Creek until we started to 
climb out and head up. All of the track to 

this point was one way so there was no 
fear of oncoming traffic but now along the ridge towards Mt Gill the track was two way 
and we could see a couple of conveys heading towards us. We pulled off and let them 

pass and then followed along the mountain ridge toward the summit of Mt Gill. Along the 
ridge were magnificent views of the Flinders Ranges and in the valley below you could 
clearly see Cockatoo hut where we had morning tea. All 8 vehicles managed to squeeze 

onto the summit of Mt Gill, 914 metres above sea level and we all added a stone to the 
cairn and took lots of photos. As more vehicles could be seen approaching Mt Gill we 
decided we should retreat to have lunch in a clearing just below the summit. This area 

provided a fantastic view, protected from the wind, for us to enjoy our lunch. 

Following lunch we drove back along the ridge track luckily not encountering any further 

oncoming vehicles. The track then became more open and undulating until we were back 
into the rocky creek bed again. There were several tight spots to negotiate between the 
gum trees and the creek banks before we arrived back at the homestead after seven 

hours of exhilarating and rewarding driving. Group ñAò followed us back to camp 30 
minutes later and we all enjoyed discussing the dayôs exploits over drinks and nibbles at 
happy hour. With a fantastic full moon appearing it was a relatively early night as the lack 

of sleep due to the wind early on 
Saturday morning and the 
unrelenting concentration required 

during the day had caught up with 

everyone. 

We all woke refreshed on Sunday 
morning to discover Easter bunny 
had been out and about early 

distributing many eggs for us to 
enjoy. Today was the same routine 
as yesterday, requiring us to meet 

at the homestead in our groups. A 
few did not tackle a second drive 
for various reasons but there were 

6 vehicles in group ñBò who set off 
on the Cockatoo-Dunbar route. A 

(Continued from page 10) 

(Continued on page 12) 


