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From the Editor’s Desk 

In this edition we welcome our new advertisers see P 7 and P 9 for our business card 
size advertisements. Thank you to both our existing and new advertisers for your support 
which will help defray the printing and distribution costs of Patrolling. 

Thank you to all contributors, both writers and photographers over these past six 
editions; there would be no magazine without you. Once again Helen‟s efforts have been 
outstanding. 

A special thank you to my proof reader, Kathy. 

Well, I did not get any new cover design submissions or letters to the editor; there is 
always hope next year! 

Happy Christmas and good health in 2011, 

Don. 

Patrolling  Magazine 

Trip Reports, photos, and any items of interest are all welcome.  Please forward to the Editor.  Contact 
details on page 3. 

DEADLINE  FOR  FEBRUARY  ISSUE  21 JANUARY 2011 
 

Views and opinions expressed in this magazine are not those of the Nissan Patrol Club of SA, unless specific 
reference is made to the article 

Front cover designed by Marie Schultz, Advertising Graphic Designer.  

 

 

30 YEARS AGO 
 

Patrolling Volume 2   December   1980 
Editorial by Geoff Cibich 

 

“Well it is that time of year again when most people stay away from the meeting either 
because of prior Christmas commitment, or, because they don‟t want to serve on a com-
mittee. I would like to thank all members who have contributed to the magazine over the 
past year, making my job a little easier. ...I have enjoyed my year as editor and hope that 
the magazine will get bigger and better over the proceeding years. To the resigning com-
mittee I would like to say congratulations and to the newly elected one good luck and I 
hope you will keep our club an interesting and exciting family club which will prosper so-
cially and financially. 

I would especially thank my assistant who not only types the magazine each month but 
also inspires my Editorial. 

Don‟t forget the best way to help the club is to work for it and a good way to do this is by 
serving on the Committee. 

I wish all members a Merry Christmas and a Prosperous New Year.” 
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All participants must register their name and vehicle registration on the trip sheet, or advise the trip leader of their 
participation.  Registration is required to comply with the Club‟s public liability insurance policy.  Visitors are welcome 
to join most trips and social events; simply register your name on the sheet in the trip folder or see the Trips Officer.   
Visitors must also sign the Club “Warning” forms if participating on a trip. 
 

All participants must confirm with the designated Trip Leader by the Confirmation Date that they still wish to attend 
the event or trip.  Failure to do so will indicate to the Trip Leader that you do NOT wish to participate. 
 

If at the last minute you are unable to join a trip for which you have registered, please make every endeavour to 
advise either the trip leader or someone else joining the trip.  This will ensure the group is not held up waiting for a 
non-arrival. 

The Club recommends that members have RAA membership to cover mechanical 
breakdowns on Club trips, and ambulance cover from the SA Ambulance Service or your 

private health insurer to cover medical emergencies. 

Dates Trip Leader Confirmation 
Date 

19 December 2010 Breakfast in the Park - Northern side of 
Hazelwood Park Burnside- 9:00am 
onwards 

  

9 January 2011 Historic Walk around Nairne Gloria Foster  

22-26 January 
2011 

Australia Day at Murbko Lagoon - 

Traditional location may be changed if 
flood affected - see P24 for traditional 
location 

Brian & Judy 
Cook 

 

6 February 2011  Canoeing around West Lakes Pat & Des 
Trowbridge 

 

21 Feb – 8 April 
2011 

Victoria & NSW by caravan  Pat & Des 
Trowbridge 

21 Jan 2011 

11 – 14 March 
2011 

Adelaide Cup W/E in Argadells Craig Wood 4 March 2011 

25 – 27 March 
2011  

SAAFWD A.G.M. at Mt Pleasant - see P 
23 for details 

Club President Form must be 
submitted by 
28 Feb 2011 

21-25 April 2011 Ngarkat Border Track for Easter  David & Helen 
Richards  

14 April 2011 

22 April – 8 June  
2011  

Mitchell Falls and North West Australian 
Icons - see P17 OCT Patrolling 

Kathy & Don 
Grigg 

14 April 2011 

26 April - 15 May 
2011 

Venus Bay fishing Frank & Roz 
Foster 

19 April 2011 

May and August 
2011 - dates to be 
advised 

Peake sand driving weekends Wood/Richards  

COMING EVENTS 
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Member Profile 
 

Christine Robinson - Minute Secretary 
 

I was born in Paddington NSW and when I was 23 my then husband and I moved to 
Adelaide to be near his family. We had two boys and a girl. As he was a teacher we went 
caravanning three times a year during school holidays, some of it free camping on the 
Moralana Scenic Drive in the Flinders.  During these holidays I learnt how to set a 
campfire properly, cook over the fire and use a camp oven and a billy. 

Life flowed quite happily for a long time and I found myself single and over fifty with the 
problem of filling my life in with different things, a full time job being one of them. 

I joined the Australian Volunteer Coast Guard. That is where Brian and I met and 
eventually decided to make a life together with the full support of my three children. 

Brian was a member of the Nissan Patrol Club and my first outing was to (you guessed it) 
Peake. 

We now have six grandchildren, which 
involves babysitting and child pickups, 
family birthday dinners (seems to be 
every 3 weeks at this time of year) and of 
course still Coast Guard which takes up 
too much of our time not leaving enough 
time for trips with the Club. 

My very favourite trips have been the 
Victorian High Country, a trip Neill Watt 
led; the Otways in the year 2000 with all 
our favourite people there; the China trip 
was incredible; going up the Telegraph 
Track to Cape York won‟t be forgotten 
and of course all the hot hot hot hot hot 
weekends at Murbko that somehow we 
manage to survive without air-
conditioning. There are trips put out on 
the Trips‟ Table that Brian and I would 
dearly love to do but it seems that more 
than 2 or 3 weeks away from Coast 
Guard is hard considering the positions 
we hold there. 

I have been the Minute Secretary for a 
while now but I don‟t mind that job, it‟s 
one I can manage without a problem. 

The Patrol Club is its people, there is no 
pressure, they are just a great group that are nice to be near. 

 

Christine Robinson NPC 270 

Christine and grandson Rici 
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CONQUEST TYREPOWER 

72 GRANGE ROAD 

WELLAND 

PH. 83401404 

CHRIS BAKER 

TYRE PRESSURE MONITORING 

SYSTEMS 

 

FROM $349 LESS 10% CLUB 

DISCOUNT $315 

T/LESS TYRE REPAIR KITS 

 

$45 LESS 10% CLUB  

DISCOUNT $40 

10% DISCOUNT ON ALL BRAKE, STEERING AND SUSPENSION  

REPAIRS INCLUDING IRONMAN SPRINGS AND SHOCKERS. 

SPECIAL CLUB PRICES ON ALL KELLY, KUMHO, COOPER  & 

TOYO TYRES 

FREE AFTER SALES SERVICE ON EVERY SET OF 4 TYRES  

PURCHASED (ROTATION AND BALANCE, & CHECK STEERING,  

SUSPENSION & BRAKES EVERY 10000KM FOR THE LIFE OF THE 

TYRES 
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The President‟s Points 
Once again the club has shown its commitment to protecting our environment by the 
numbers and enthusiasm at the Coorong Clean Up. Well done everybody. The weather 
didn‟t help with high winds and high tides preventing access to the beach. The 
mosquitoes didn‟t help by invading the camp and everyone needed at least one hand 
free to swat them away, but I believe we all escaped relatively unscathed. The Wreck 
Track conditions didn‟t help, but we tested the new Maxx Tracks and gave some new 
members some very personal tips on mud driving and extrication. 

The „Hello Dolly‟ theatre night was a good night with the highest yet recorded club 
attendance. 

The one day trip to Myponga Markets morning tea and the Yankalilla Bakery lunch was 
another great success. Oh yes! We did get to Deep Creek and see the sights. That is 
after a couple of the fair ladies had their weekly bath at the waterfalls. 

All this goes to show that we not only enjoy the four wheel drive activities of the club, but 
we also enjoy each other‟s company. Isn‟t that what belonging to a club is all about? 

Colin 

Maxx Tracks to the rescue. President powers out with Maxx traction. 

November 2010 Meeting Show and Tell 

Jim Byfield demonstrated the Hot-Can - just press a button on 
bottom of can, shake for 20 seconds and wait for 3 minutes for a hot 
café latte. Despite Jim‟s reference to a thermo-nuclear reaction, it 
turns out to be an exothermic chemical reaction of calcium oxide and 
water resulting in calcium hydroxide and heat. Available from some 
Foodlands for about $2.50. 

Dave Alyward recommended a heat resistant plastic barbeque mat which overcomes 
problems of cooking on rusty and/or dirty barbeque plates. 
Easily washed and reused. Cost $10 - $20 from hardware 
and outdoor shops on special. 

Allan Langer flew a nifty little model helicopter around the 
hall. It was a Micro Twister 3ch Infrared-Control Indoor 
Coaxial Heli M1 available from Model Flight for $44. The 3 
channel control means that you can fly three in the same 
room at the same time! 
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SOUTH COAST LIGHTING 
Westfield Shopping Centre Marion 

Excellent range of lighting products 

fans and giftware 

Excellent service and prices 

Phone: 8298 8111 

Support the businesses that support the Club 
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Trip Leaders: Helen & Dave Richards 

Participants Craig Wood, David & Gloria 
Foster, Don & Kathy Grigg, Des & Pat 
Trowbridge, Chris & Tony Moran. 

Although officially booked for the Saturday 
2

nd
 of October, Friday the 1

st
 saw all Nissan 

Patroller participants camped and ready to 
have fun by 5pm. Craig travelled up earlier 
in the day accompanied along the way by 
Chris & Tony. They arrived at the Jubilee 
Showgrounds at 2:30 and scouted out a 
number of sites close together. Surprise of 
the day, the sites had power! This was put 
to good use.  

Participants were able to choose from a 

number of tours over the weekend. The 
tours provided a range of experiences 
from mud, climbs, rocks and sand. 

Approximately 40 vehicles from various 
clubs enjoyed a great weekend. 

This biennial event at Whyalla is well 
organised. The Jubilee Park 
showgrounds provided the necessary 
amenities and the Whyalla 4WD club‟s 
hospitality was second to none. All day 
breakfasts available at $3.00 a serve 
were a hit as were the plentiful muffins 

and cakes available at nominal cost.  

By Friday night the bonfire was lit and it 
provided the usual warmth and 
camaraderie. 

Saturday morning was fine and warm. As 
usual the men were inspecting the cars 
engines with Dave Foster making a very 
unusual hood ornament. 

We had decided to attend the trip to 
“Middle Camp” with trip leader Andrew. 
This involved a 100km trip through the 
quaint town of Cowell. A stop at the 
Cowell bakery was a treat for the senses, 

(Continued on page 11) 

WHYALLA WEEKEND  
2 - 4 October 2010  

…...a very unusual hood ornament. 

…...the bonfire was lit . 

Dave F climbs out of a wash away 
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with our fearless Nissan trip leaders being 
the first in and last out!  

Andrew pointed out middle camp station 
and we stopped for a photo opportunity at 
the commemorative stone for author May 
Gibbs (Cuddle Pot & Snuggle Pie). 

Thanks to recent rain, Middle Camp still 
had some mud around, and Craig in 
particular relished the chance to get down 
& dirty! Tail end Charlie got bogged after 
the tracks had been churned up by all and 
sundry. Out came the snatch straps & 
cameras and we were soon on our way. 

The views along the way were 
magnificent. Those who had been before 
agreed that they had never seen it as 
green as this year. The wild flowers in 
bloom added to the spectacle.  

It was a weary group who returned home 
to enjoy happy hour and a slide show of 
the day‟s photos.  

Sunday morning saw a trip to Myola. Trip 
leader Jay along with his wife and child 

took us along some “interesting “ tracks. 
Of particular „interest‟ was the 30 degree 
angle, sideways, over a particularly large 
rock!  The track was narrow and winding 
and led to a beautiful view at the top 
making it very worthwhile. 

Don & Kathy cleared a few overhanging 

branches with their roof racks and Chris 
found out what passengers are for – to 
clear the path in front!   

The terrain was challenging, with many 
wash aways, but enjoyed by all. 

Jay told us about the mining activity for 
iron ore. As the mineral prices are 
booming, the mining firms are returning to 

(Continued from page 10) 

(Continued on page 12) 

Decorated dog  

Ore train 

Middle Back mine 
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their waste rock piles and salvaging 
the lower grade ore, which is now 
profitable. 

There are many mining tracks currently 
in use at Myola, leaving us 
„geographically misplaced‟ more than 
once.  

Photo highlights included an iron ore 
mine and a very long train.  

On return to camp it was time for 
Helen to prepare her entry for the 
camp oven cook off. The competition 
was stiff and although she was not a 
prize winner this year, everyone was 
eager for a taste!  

Monday morning and time for most to 
pack up and go. Helen, Dave & Craig 
managed to get a trip organised for 

(Continued from page 11) 

(Continued on page 13) 

WHYALLA WEEKEND  
2 - 4 October 2010  

Helen tempts the judges‟ taste buds 

Awaiting the judges‟ decision 
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Cooks North before leaving. 

The weekend offered a variety in terms of 
challenges and experience required. 
Numbers for the event seem to be 
dwindling and it would be a pity if it 
disappeared from the 4WD calendar. 

Chris Moran NPC 384 

(Continued from page 12) 

Whyalla - Wild Dog Hill 

Vehicles at Myola summit  

Team NPC in dome tent competition 

Chris cleans up at Myola lookout  

Early Iron Knob water supply - with goats 



Patrolling 
 

NISSAN PATROL CLUB OF S.A. December 2010 Page  14 

 

NISSAN PATROL CLUB OF S.A. December 2010 Page  15 

Patrolling 
 

Photographic Competition winners 
Sunsets: 1st D & K Grigg “Lake Mary” (top row left), 2nd Jim 
Byfield “Murbko” (top row centre) 
Open: 1st Colin Goodrich “muddy road” (middle row left), 2nd 
Kathy Grigg “cart” (middle row centre) 
People: 1st Jim Byfield “nun with bad habit (abbot)” (bottom row 
left), 2ndTrudi Elze “Kathy sprung” (bottom row right) 
Nature: 1st Dave Foster “rain cloud” (top row right), 2nd D &K 
Grigg “lizard” (middle row right) 
 
Thank you Trudy for displaying the photos and organising the 
judging. 
 
Thanks also to our guest photographic expert Des Berwick for his 
positive critique. 
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The CUA Weekend was held at the 
Coorong on Saturday the 16

th
 & Sunday 

the 17
th 

October 2010. This year as well 
as the “28 Mile Crossing “we have 
adopted the “Wreck Crossing”. Most of 
the club arrived on Friday to a wet and 
windy welcome. Saturday morning, with 
the skies now cleared, breakfast was first 
on the agenda. After breakfast with 
everyone equipped with saws, large and 
small secateurs, hats sunscreen and 
rubbish bags, and after reading out our 
briefing and responsibility report, we 
made our way down to the 28 Mile Track. 

We were pleasantly surprised how well maintained the track was. We still had to trim and 
prune in places but overall the track was in good condition. Down by the beach we 
placed 3 fence posts back in to the ground. As we were leaving to return to camp for 
lunch our President got a little bogged. Dave quickly came to the rescue with our new 
MaxTracks that we had only bought a couple of days ago. With tracks placed at the front 
of the wheels Colin was able to manoeuvre out of the soft sand. We proceeded back to 
camp where some of our members trimmed the entrance into the camp while others lifted 
and realigned four marker posts along the walkway through the dunes to the beach.  

Lunch was well under way now and with everyone rested, it was decided we would travel 
down to the Wreck Crossing and look at our new track. Well the condition of this track 
was in a very poor state of repair. As you enter there are a few ruts in the road and there 
is a campground with shaded areas and plenty of mozzies. Would be a great place for 
tents but caravans may be a little difficult. Further on we found badly eroded tracks and 
with a combination of rain made it very difficult to travel, even Ian one of our members 
got bogged and had to be helped out. We then came down to the sandy part of the track 
where we discovered there is a lot of pruning and cutting back required. The track is in 
need of major repair work before any major clearing of the track can occur. Also due to 
the size and amount of heavy growth that has  accumulated over the years of neglect , 

mechanical cutters e.g. hedge trimmers 
and the like would speed up the work. 

 We made our way to the last dune and 
decided we would turn back and clean up 
a section of the track. About 4pm and 
Happy Hour around the corner we started 
to make our way back to camp at 28 Mile 
Crossing. We met up with a young couple 
and advised them not to proceed to the 
beach, especially as they had no radio 
and were on their own. Alas this was not 

(Continued on page 17) 

Coorong Clean Up Australia  Weekend  
16 - 17 October 2010  

Southern Ocean Beach 

The team 
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the last bog of the day. Alastair wanted 
some fun too, so he became stuck in the 
heavily eroded track. Dave then snatch 
strapped him out and everyone made 
their way back to camp. 

Happy hour was enjoyed by everyone. 
Drinks & nibbles supplied by members  
who sat around talking of the day‟s 
activities, and this was followed by dinner  
and everyone then settled down for the 
night, some played cards, some sat by a 
small fire, some stayed in their caravans 
and relaxed. 

Sunday arrived and with the tide like the 
day before we were unable to do any 
beach clean this year. We were unable to 
clean the dunes from the back, and as we 
had no chance from the beach side, not 
much rubbish got collected. A few plastic 
bottles, broken bottles, and a lot if drift 
wood were spotted. A few fishermen were 
on the beach, we hope they cleaned up 

after themselves. Some of our members 
left for home early, some went for a walk 
and some returned to the “Wreck” to see 
if we could get on the beach. It was now 
about 1pm and we decide to pack up and 
make our way home, most of our 
members had left and others packing up. 

Heading home some of us stopped at the 
BP Roadhouse for a hot chocolate and 
some hot chips. Others kept travelling. A 

great weekend, with fun food and friendship 
with our Nissan friends. Hope to see 
everyone there for next year. 

 

Helen Richards (NPC 364) 

Pictures Helen, Jim, Kathy, Don 

(Continued from page 16) 

28 Mile Crossing dune 

Walking track marker posts raised 

Ian “crabbing” in a rut 
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Day Trip to Deep Creek  
7 November 2010 

The day started with most of the club meeting at the top of O‟Halloran Hill. There were 
other people who joined up along the way. There were 15 cars in total attending the trip. 
Our first stop was at a place called Myponga where we all stopped and went to the 
market. There were a few people who bought different items, such as a gas lamp, bike 
carrier, and a silver tray. Gordon & I even managed our English Devonshire tea of 
scones, jam and a cuppa. Others looked for a bargain. 

After about an hour we drove along the 
reservoir at Myponga. We then stopped 
at the bakery which was in a town called 
Yankalilla and fed our faces. (That is 
Lancashire talk.) Some people went to an 
art Gallery and saw some artwork.  

Next stop was the Ingalalla Waterfall, 
which was very pretty, and where I took a 
bath much to my embarrassment. Was 
more embarrassed than hurt. Dave even 
offered to throw in a bar of soap. But what 
suffered most were me camera and a wet 

These are mine! Allan - all fired up at the market 

Bakery stampede 
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sodden hand bag, which Rob thankfully drained out for me. 
After all pictures were taken and people rested, we 
returned to our cars and then made our way to Deep Creek 
Conservation Park. 

On our way we dried my pants and blouse by holding them 
out the window. We stopped for a bite to eat and another 
cuppa (which I needed by now) at a place called 
Tapanappa Campground, where Dave and Helen had 
taken my late husband Mike and me about 6 years ago. 
We sat around while other people flew kites and a few 
photos were taken. 

After our nice rest, we drove round to a few more 
campgrounds; they were Stringy Bark where everyone had 
a toilet stop and Trig campground where we saw some 
kangaroos who posed for us very nicely. We also had our 
photo taken as a group, before we made our way down to 
the Blowhole which is a beach. 

We saw lots of kangaroos here and I took them on my 
video. Also saw a lizard. Dave knowing 
my habit of tea drinking offered to make 
another cuppa. Of course I said yes. A 
few people went for walks and other 
people stood around talking. It was now 
about 4.30 pm and it was time for 
everyone to say their goodbyes and we 
all set off home. Gordon and I would like 
to say thank you to everybody for making 
us so welcome and being so friendly, and 
we thoroughly enjoyed the day except for 
my soaking. 

Visitor Margaret Ozard, sister of Dave 
Richards NPC364 

Blowhole Beach 

Sue after kite flying 

Drenched Margaret - aghast as Robert drains her bag Ingalalla Waterfall 
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ANOTHER CANOE DAY AT THE 
TROWBRIDGES 

SUNDAY 31 OCTOBER 2010 
The day started for us at 9:30am when the Judy & I arrived at the Trowbridges and 
unloaded our kayak. Then Jim & Pauline Byfield and David & Wendy Ferguson turned 
up; so I helped Des launch the Trowbridge kayak which then gave us three in the water 
ready to go. However, the wind was blowing from the south creating some turbulent 
water so we thought we would socialise for a while to see if it would subside. 

At about 11:00am we all headed out in a southerly direction to check the other end of the 
lake out. We made it to the first bridge with minimum effort, but on the other side of the 
bridge the water was so turbulent that the unanimous decision was made to return to 
Trowbridges‟ comfortable patio and bide time while enjoying the planned BBQ and 
refreshments. 

In our absence Frank & Roz Foster and Dave & Lyn Alyward had arrived to join us only 
for the BBQ and to socialise. Then at 1:00pm we had Don & Kathy Grigg on the scene 
with their kayak all ready to go. 

After an enjoyable shared, lunch the Griggs and the Cooks made the effort and headed 
off to circumnavigate Delphin Island in a clockwise direction. 

All was well around the northerly side of the island and we made good time, overtaking a 
group of young kayakers with ease. We rounded the southern end at the time just when 
the wind appeared to increase, which made that section of the exercise quite invigorating 
while paddling through very turbulent water. 

We all returned safely and were welcomed back by Jim Byfield while the others were 
relaxing indoors out of the weather. 

Thanks again to Pat & Des for making the venue available to members of the Nissan 
Club. 

Brian & Judy NPC 019 

(PS Just as we were leaving around 5:00pm, the dark storm clouds and wind had all 
passed and the water was like glass; absolutely ideal conditions for canoeing! Ed.) 

Pat supervises the preparation The Cooks lead the Griggs from the start 
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Prawn, Avocado and Cranberry 

Christmas Salad 

400g Mixed Salad leaves 

24 Cooked Prawns, shelled and deveined, 
tails intact 

2 Avocadoes, Halved and thickly sliced 

1 cup dried cranberries 

2 tbsp chopped mint 

Dressing : 

2 tbsp White Balsamic Vinegar 

4 tbsp Champagne 

2 tsp Dijon Mustard  

1 clove Garlic crushed 

2 tbsp Olive Oil 

Mix dressing ingredients in a large bowl 

Add Prawns and toss well 

Add remaining ingredients and toss well. 

Apple-Rice Stuffing 

Heat 1 tbsp of oil in frying pan on medium. 

Cook 1 small chopped onion for 3 minutes 
until soft. 

Add 175g chopped bacon and cook for 
another 3 minutes 

Transfer to a bowl. 

Add 1 and a half cups cooked rice 

2 peeled, cored and chopped small apples 

One third of a cup of slivered almonds 

2 tbsp chopped sage 

And 1 egg 

Mix all well. Season to taste and use to stuff 
turkey cavity. 

 

 

Courtesy of Coles via Janice NPC 84 

Fresh and Festive Christmas Recipes 

AUSTRALIA DAY CELEBRATIONS 
22 - 26  January  2011 

Aquatic Weekend at Murbko Lagoon - Come for the day or the entire period 
The cost is $5 per day per vehicle through a self-registration system at the gate.  The 
camping area has no facilities and no toilets. The Club toilet tent will be available or bring 
your own facilities.  Bring your own food, water and drinks. Be prepared to dress up for 
happy hour on Saturday evening in either green and gold, or red, white and blue, or be 

adventurous and dress up as a 
famous Australian. Bring 
nibbles for a pre-dinner happy 
hour which are colour 
coordinated with Aussie 
colours, and an “Australian” 
dessert to share 

Remember you will be entering 
a fruit fly exclusion area.  Don’t 
take fruit fly for a ride!!  If you 
intend taking fresh fruit and 
vegetab les they must  be 
accompanied by an itemised 
receipt of purchase from a retail 
store.  No fresh home grown fruit 
or vegetables. 
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During the Coorong Clean Up (see story P16) we 
noted about seven dead mutton birds (Short Tailed 
Shearwater) and a couple of live but unable to move 
mutton birds on a section of the beach. 

Helen sought an explanation from the ranger Stuart 
Hicks who provided the following information. 

“Following strong winds out at sea the week previous, between 
300-600 Short Tailed Shearwater were reported dead and/or 
exhausted along the beaches Encounter Bay - Goolwa, but it is 
possible the numbers are up to 1500, as many were alive but exhausted. The casualties are mainly sub-
adult fledges which would not have had the strength to cope with the severe storm surge event recently. 
Although devastating, the event is a natural one. From what I known, approximately 23 million short-tailed 
shearwaters breed in about 280 colonies in south-eastern Australia from September to April so as much as 
the casualties looks bad it would seem a very small percentage of the total population. See also NSW 
information below” 

Media release: 20 October 2010 

The NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) says that people should not be overly alarmed by 
the number of dead birds being found on south coast beaches at the moment explaining this as largely a 
'natural event'. 

NPWS Wildlife Management Officer, Geoff Ross, said that the vast majority of the birds are known as 
Shearwaters or Muttonbirds. 

"This happens every year and people call our offices to report the deaths concerned that something more 
sinister has occurred. Thousands of Shearwaters die at sea and in some years we see a lot on our 
beaches due to the prevailing winds and tides washing them ashore. In past years large die offs have 
occurred all along the east coast as far south as Tasmania. 

"Many of these birds have died from exhaustion. They migrate annually between nesting areas in the 
southern hemisphere and back to far flung locations in the northern hemisphere as far away as Alaska. 
Many of these birds complete round trips of up to 15,000kms per year. One Short-tailed Shearwater 
banded in Port Fairy in Victoria was found dead in Savoonga, Alaska three years later. This a distance of 
11622 kms. This bird would have made the trip to Alaska each year for those three years. 

"The birds we see now have died on the last leg of their journey heading south back to Australian shores.  

"If they encounter severe weather or have trouble locating sufficient fish stocks along the way then they will 
struggle and some will succumb and eventually wash up on beaches. 

"Four species of shearwater are found in NSW; Sooty, Short-Tailed, Wedge-Tailed and the Fleshy-Footed 
Shearwater. The Short tailed Shearwater is regarded as one of the most common species of bird in the 
world with the population believed to be in excess of 18 million. 

"When the nesting season is over on the south coast they will fly north to South East Asia, to places such 
as Japan, the Kamchatka Peninsula in Russia and even the Bearing Sea between Alaska and Siberia.  

"Although for some people the sight of larger numbers of dead birds can be quite distressing they need to 
understand that this is a natural event. 

"They are long-lived seabirds with individuals living up to 38 years old, but the long journey can take it's toll 
and numbers of dead birds found on beaches can be well into the hundreds or as low as a dozen, but it's 
an event that has been happening for millennia and it will continue 
to happen year after year. 

"There are a large number of banded birds within the population, 
these bands are placed on the birds by researchers. Any one 
finding banded dead shearwaters or any other banded seabird 
should report the band to the local NPWS office or contact the 
Australian Bird and Bat Banding scheme in Canberra; http://
www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/science/abbbs/index.html

," Mr Ross said. 

Short Tailed Shearwater - Deaths 

http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/science/abbbs/index.html
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/science/abbbs/index.html
http://www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/science/abbbs/index.html
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TRADING  PAGE 
FOR  SALE 
 

One high quality "Premier" camera bag.  

Heaps of pockets, well padded.  Cost $25.  
Never used.  Sell for $10.  Pat Trowbridge.  
8341 7075. 
 
One Hitachi movie camera 

- compact but not miniature.  Complete 
with case, 2 batteries, book and all 
necessary accessories.  Works well, but 
not if you have the shakes.  One blank 
tape thrown in.  $20.  Pat Trowbridge.  
8341 7075. 
 

Tyres -  Kelly Safari 225-75x16 
Qty 4; 3 have travelled 2000k; 1 has never 
been on road. Cost $230 each; sell $150 
each - save $80/tyre.    
Contact Doug 82684625. 
 
Tent - 10’ X 8’  External Frame - 
“FlexeBar 4” – “much stronger than 

conventional rigid framed tents” 

Dimensions (L X B XH) 318 X 245 X 
203cm. 
Walls and awning proofed cotton canvas – 
360gsm; roof - 480gsm; floor sewn in 
polyethylene. Made in South Australia. 
$120. Contact Kathy 8266 3664. 
 
30th ANNIVERSARY MUGS 
30th Anniversary coffee cups (Special 
Limited Edition) are available for $6.00 
each or 2 for $11.00.  See Tricia. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Prado GXL Diesel  3L Late 2004 

First Reg. 2005. 

180L dual fuel tanks (standard) Range 
approx 1500km 
Extras:Tinted Windows, 6 x BFG AT‟s 
tyres, (5 on Prado rims, 1 on Speedy 
replica rim) 
Outback ideas recovery points front. 
TJM alloy front Bar. 
Safari  Snorkel. 
2 x IPF 900X Sports spotlights ( wired to 
high beam) 
Dual battery set up, with 2

nd
 battery being 

dry cell deep cycle. 
6mm wiring to rear fridge plug. 
150 kg tradesman full length roof rack. 
Right/Left Hella work lights on individual 
switches from 2

nd
 battery. 

Rubber / carpet mats. 
Sell for $34,000 
Contact Michael on 0439 081 977 
 

MARG’S MERCHANDISE FOR SALE 
Nissan Patrol Club stickers: Large circle 
$2.20; Medium circle $1.20 
Medium circle Nissan Patrol Club cloth 
badges $3.00 
Nissan Patrol Club Key Rings $5.00 

 

REMEMBER  -  when disposing of your old vehicle, please 

remove your club stickers, as the person you sell it to may not be 
as concerned with the do‟s and don‟ts of four wheel driving as you 
are and therefore will give the Club a bad name. 
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