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The Nissan Patrol Club of South Australia was founded in 1979, to provide a meeting place for individuals and families 
with an interests in four wheel driving and associated activities. From the beginning we have promoted safe and environmentally 
responsible, four-wheel driving as a way to enjoy our great country.

The club welcomes all makes of  vehicles, and has drivers with all skill levels. For the novice there is a wealth of  experience to draw 
upon. Some members have had formal training, many more have had years of  experience.

We run many trips each year, offering members a chance to learn new skills or practise old ones. We also have events that range from 
the extreme to the sedate, with a social program throughout the year

We participate in a volunteer program of  environmental care work in one of  our national parks, allowing us to give something back 
to the bush we enjoy so much. 

Club Meetings are held at Challa Gardens Primary School, Humphries Terrace (off  Torrens Road), Kilkenny, on the first Thurs-
day of  every month except January. They commence at 7:30pm

The Nissan Patrol Club is a member of  Four Wheel Drive SA Inc, which is a member of  Four Wheel Drive Australia Pty Ltd.

UHF 21 is the official club radio channel
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H
ello Patrollers, I’m back. It’s been a rather odd year so far, 
with visiting the UK, a hotspot for COVID-19, quarantin-
ing, and then a work trip to Cairns. However, Maddie and 

I are “firing on all cylinders” again and looking forward to the 
Club year ahead. 

Unfortunately Murbko was cancelled due to the heat. Let’s hope 
future years go ahead as planned as the trip is so relaxing.

We were unable to attend the “Classic & Collectable Cars” and 
“Gilberts Motor Museum” trip in the hills organised by Colin & 
Tricia Goodrich, but understand a good day was had by all. It is 
good to see day trips on the calendar and the members support-
ing and enjoying the trips.

The club’s split for Easter and lingering lockdown fears meant 
one party headed west to Port Lincoln while another made the 
traditional trip east to the Otways – both trips reported on in this 
issue.

The Dorado Downs trip was well attended by both Club Mem-
bers and Members of  the Mitsubishi Club. All enjoyed frolicking 
in the sand, but we all struggled to get up any of  the bigger sand 
dunes as the sand was so soft. There was plenty of  the usual 
banter about Nissan’s recovering Mitsubishis and vice versa, and 
much mirth was had around the campfire as usual.

The Lorella Springs trip is currently in progress. From the Face-
book posts it would appear that all are enjoying the trip, and Paul 
Ware is putting his cooking skills to good use.

Contributing and actively participating in the club is a great way 
of  getting to know your fellow members. Remember that the 
Nissan Patrol Club is your club. Please always feel free to con-

tribute any ideas you have about the club, trips, meetings, etc. By 
actively participating you are helping to shape the club you want. 

Let’s make the rest of  2021 a fun year. Enjoy life, make new 
friends, travel far and wide, and make 2021 a year to remember. 
Happy Travels, as far as you can, and stay safe out there. 

Your Club President

John Day NPC 407

By Jimny! John Day’s back...
President’s Points

Famine to feast, trip reports are here again
As this issue of  Patrolling goes to press, Melbourne is facing yet 
another lockdown with all travel from Victoria to South Australia 
brought to a halt. It’s a reminder that we are not out of  this yet – 
but also how lucky we have been. 

From complaining last issue about not having enough articles 
about trips, this time round there are almost too many – partly 
because Easter this year had two parties – one heading west (see 
page 9) and one east to the Otways (page 14). Then there was the 
weekend trip to Dorado Downs (page 19) and the theatre night 
at Legally Blonde (which sadly there was no room left in the mag-
azine to cover).

We will also have to wait to next issue to read the tales of  the 
Lorella Springs adventure – which are bound to be plentiful – as 
well as the Deep Creek conservation weekend.

You will notice that we are trying out pictures on the front cover 
instead of  the familiar blue with tyre tread illustration that has 

been a fixture for so long. My thinking in this was that we were 
paying for colour on the front so why waste it with a simple blue 
when we could use it for colour pictures which are so limited in 
the print version of  the magazine.

The inaugural image is of  Dave Richards churning through a 
mud hole on the last day of  the Otways trip. It took full noise, 
but he got through with flying colours. Unless we find a business 
which is prepared to pay us handsomely for a colour ad on the 
back cover, this is also open to feature member’s colour pictures. 
This issue’s is also from the forests of  the Otways Ranges

I’d like your feedback on this idea and, if  you like it, send me 
your pictures that you think could feature –front or back. It 
would be great if  they feature Nissan Patrols but don’t let that 
stop you if  you have a shot you would like to contribute.

Bill Condie NPC 423

From the Editor’s Desk
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Trip & Event Planner

12-14 June

Ghost Mushrooms Glencoe

Social, Touring, Travel

This trip has been wildly popular so no spaces 
left at time of press. The “Ghost Mushroom” 
(Omphalotus nidiformis) emits a soft green 
glow after dark as a result of a chemical reac-
tion between fungal enzymes and oxygen.

They grow in a pine forest near Mt Gambier 
between May and June each year.
If you missed out on this trip, you can find 
more information here for a visit on your own. 
https://southaustralia.com/products/lime-
stone-coast/attraction/ghost-mushroom-lane

Contact: Paul Ware

Trip & Event Planner

18-20 June
Peake

4WDriving, Camping

Contact: Dave & Helen Richards 
Back on the sand. We are sharing this 
weekend with the Mitsubishi Club. Mem-
bers are asked to let the Trip Leaders 
know the day and time of their arrival. 
The the cost is $40 for the weekend.  
Could everyone bring some firewood.

27 June
Mid-Year Lunch

Social

Contact: Helen Richards

Lunch is still on but at a new venue: 
Old Bakehouse Tavern
10 Queen Street 
Williamstown 5351.
Sunday 27th June 2021.
12.30pm.

15-17 October
Deep Creek

Volunteer conservation working bee

Contact: Wayne Dunn

Back to Deep Creek for more  
eradication of weeds – and some 
convivial fireside get-togethers.

5-7 November
Morgan

4WDriving, social

Contact: Dave & Helen 
Richards

Test your skills, drive the tracks, 
catch up with your friends on the 
Murray. 

Site bookings can be made now at 
the Morgan Caravan Park – phone 
8540 2207. Quote the reservation 
under Helen Richards ( Nissan Patrol 
Club). 

Helen is warning anyone who wants 
to attend to book th caravan park 
now. Some people missed out last 
year as sites fill up very fast!

19 December
Breakfast in the Park

Social

Contact: Helen Richards

Where did that year go?

Credit: Petar B photography/Shutterstock 
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Trip Report: Port Lincoln

Opening up the West  

Lincoln National Park Easter Trip 2021

Six Vehicles with participants Trip Leaders Paul 
and Sara, Anne and Ian, John and Lorraine, Geoff 
and Marie, Jim and Pauline , Kathy and Don. The 
six vehicles consisted of one flag ship Nissan 
Patrol; three Toyotas – Hilux, 200 series LC, and 
a Prado; one ISUZU Mux and one Suzuki Grand 
Vitara. 

A
ll gathered at the Port Lincoln caravan park, North 
Shields for a happy hour around 4:30 pm on Good Fri-
day. Here we learnt how and when people arrived at this 

meeting point.

A&I had recently bought a secondhand caravan and had ar-
rived on Wednesday so that they could set up and familiarise 
themselves with the new purchase. J&P and K&D left home 
on Thursday and spent that night in Whyalla, travelling the last 
260km on Friday. 

J&L left the after the NPC meeting and made it as far as Lochiel 
before stopping in their caravan there on the side of  the main 
road. With the all night traffic noise they had little sleep and then 
pressed on early in the morning to Port Lincoln.

P&S also left after the meeting and saw where J&L had stopped, 
but decided that they would press on to their planned stop at 
Mambray Creek where they arrived at  about 1:00am on Friday. 

Because they did not have their and van did not want to set up 

swags, they reclined the seats and attempted to sleep. After listen-
ing to the semi-trailers, the goods trains rumbling by and sound-
ing their horns at the level crossing, and then Paul’s snoring, Sara 
decided it was time to get out the phone and play solitaire. They 
moved on to Port Augusta early in the morning for some suste-
nance and then had a further rest on the way to Port Lincoln.

The reason for no van was that P&S did not have their Nissan 
Patrol because the aftermarket, tricked-up automatic transmis-
sion had failed about a year ago. After waiting about a year for 
the replacement part to make the repair, it only arrived from the 
US about a week before this trip and could not be fitted in time. 
Hence P&S were travelling in S’s Suzuki Grand Vitara.

G&M also went to the NPC meeting and wisely went home to 
sleep before setting out very early on the Friday morning and 
managed to arrive mid-afternoon at the caravan park.

At this first happy hour leader Paul gave us a detailed overview 
of  the trip planned for Saturday which was to go to Memory 
Cove in the Lincoln NP and visit much of  the eastern part of  the 
park on the way. Paul had paid entry fees to the park for seven 
vehicles to go to Memory Cove and also a fee and a deposit to 
pass through the locked gate on the track to the cove. 

Because one of  our members was unable to come, our leader had 
paid for one surplus park entry fee. Not wanting this to go to 
waste, our “shy and retiring” leader convinced a Victorian couple, 
Jim and Lynn camped next to him join us on the trip and brought 
them along to the happy hour. Jim and Lynn were a friendly 

Taking bearings from the top of the first dune at Sleaford Mere while sand was still a novelty 
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couple from West Gippsland with a capable 100 series Toyota LC 
and easily melded with us.

Paul stated that the trip would be a long day and announced a 
departure time of  8:00am. (Audible groans!)

On Saturday at 8:05am the convoy left the caravan park led by 
the Grand Vitara and with J&L on the tail. The weather was fine, 
sunny and calm. The temperatures ranged from 17 to 35 degrees. 

We travelled on the bitumen through Port Lincoln and then via 
the main NP entrance to the Surfleet campground – where origi-
nally we had intended to camp until Paul was told that it had been 
all booked out. It was a great spot with both caravan and tent 
sites overlooking Boston Bay – something to keep in mind for a 
future trip at a less popular time.

We walked down to Surfleet Cove which was quite picturesque 

before continuing our trip to Cape Donington. There was evi-
dence of  attempts, earlier last century, to live and farm this area 
in the form of  an ancient mulberry tree, the remains of  an under-
ground tank, a plough, and a couple of  old harvesters.

At Cape Donington we walked down to the water’s edge on a 
granite rock enjoying the views and the perfect weather. Doning-
ton Island, Boston Island and Port Lincoln were all clearly visible. 
In the water a seal made a few surreptitious appearances and a 
trawler motored slowly back to port.

We walked up the hill behind us to take a closer look at the Cape 
Donington lighthouse which is a 32-metre hexagonal bleached 
grey concrete tower built in 1905. It is impossible to understand 
the mentality of  the people who had dented and deformed the 
stainless steel door on what is clearly an important structure for 
shipping safety.

We retraced our journey back towards the park entrance when 
over the radio there was a request for a morning 
tea stop. This was foreign concept to TL but he 
graciously acceded to the request by stopping at 
the Engine Point camp ground. Again this would 
be a good place to camp overlooking the bay, at a 
less busy time.

We went back to a T-junction about 5 km from the 
park entry where we turned left on to the Wan-
na road which would eventually leave to take the 
Memory Cove four wheel drive road to the locked 
gate. 

For the first few kilometres along the Wanna road 
we followed a pipeline and powerline which ser-
viced a number of  bores and pumps which form 
part of  the Port Lincoln’s water supply.

There was a sign at the locked gate which indicated 
that the distance to Memory Cove was 19 km and 
that the time to get there would be one hour. This 

proved to be true. The mainly sheet limestone track was rough 
with lots of  badly eroded holes. I don’t think that the track had 
received any maintenance for the last 10 or 20 years. 

In places the Mallee trees and understory of  bushes had over-
grown the track which resulted in scratched paint work for most 
of  us. However this is where G&M got value out of  their invest-
ment in “Rhino Hide” body protection – pieces of  grey plastic 
which were attached magnetically to, and covered the side panels 
of  their vehicle.

We arrived at Memory cove around 1:00pm and walked down 
to the beach. By now it was quite hot at 36 degrees and the tur-
quoise water looked most inviting. TL without hesitation plunged 
in to the very refreshing water. 

This was a popular spot and including our group of  14, I guess 
that perhaps a 100 people present. All of  the campsites appeared 
to be occupied and in view of  the narrow rough access I was 
surprised to find that some had towed in caravans.

It was lunchtime and so we gathered in small groups in the 
scarce shade of  the Mallee trees adjacent to the car park. After 
lunch four keen people, P&S and A&I, who had come prepared 
went for a cooling swim.

We were scheduled to resume our trip at 3:00pm. However, TL 
had a flat battery, possibly caused by leaving his head lights on, 
and had to be jump started. Geoff  provided the jumper leads 
and our Vic visitors provided the power source. TL decided 
not to turn their engine off  after this until they got back to the 
caravan park.

The return to the locked gate was more than an hour because it 

included two stops; one at Williams 
Island Lookout and the other at Cur-
ta Rocks. Both were excellent coastal 
views in the bright warm sunny 
afternoon.

Beyond the gate on our way back 
TL stopped at a “PIX STIX” (see 
picture right) which was new to most 
of  us. The “PIX STIX” post allows 
passers-by to contribute to an envi-
ronment monitoring program which 
aims to track the progress of  re-veg-
etation plantings at that location. I 
have emailed off  my photo taken 
from there.

At this stop John discovered that his 
LH front tyre was very flat but not 
quite down to the rim. With four 
helpers the spare was fitted quickly. 
It was now after 5:00pm. The convoy 
was dispersed because various people 
needed to do different things in 
Port Lincoln on the way back to the 
caravan park. 

We arrived back at the caravan park 
at 6:30pm after a 10 hour day and 
180km travelled. 

Another happy hour took place and, with the aid of  satellite view 
map, our TL described the Sunday trip as a much shorter journey 

Taking it easy during lunchtime at Memory Cove

The vehicles regroup after conquering the first dune at Sleaford Mere 

Photo ops at the wild coast at Miller’s Hole
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through coastal sand dunes between Sleaford and Wanna. How-
ever the start time would still be 8:00am. This was OK because 
daylight savings was ending on Sunday morning and we would all 
get the extra hour of  sleep.

In the morning the start time was deferred for about a half  an 
hour while TL, JK and others fixed a difficult-to-find puncture in 
what was now JK’s only spare tyre. It ended up taking a couple 
of  plugs to make the final fix.

We travelled 30km to Sleaford Mere for a toilet stop and to fit 
our sand flags. At this point we turned left from the Sleaford 
road and expected to travel several kilometres on a hard road be-
fore entering the dunes. This was not the case because just after 
a few hundred metres a large dune had drifted across the road 
and the new track skirted around the base. As sand was a novelty 
at the time, we stopped and all climbed to the top of  this dune 
where the salt lake of  Sleaford Mere was behind us and views of  
the coast and sea were in front. To the south east we could see 
three or four areas of  large white sand dunes interspersed with 
patches of  scrub. TL pointed out our route to the other end of  
the dunes which would take us the rest of  the day.

After our initial sandy stretch the track was mainly limestone rock 
of  varying degrees of  roughness. Sara called out on the radio 
“Has the fun started, yet?” It certainly had; we were rock’n’rolling 
on both the hard bits and the scalloped sand hills. 

We stopped briefly at Sleaford lookout and Millers Hole and 
continued with the soft sand driving well until TL got hung up 
on a deeply rutted sand track going downhill. Digging, Maxtrax 
and some human pushing got the Vitara away. 

Once the whole convoy had negotiated that hazard we found 
a spot to stop for morning tea. As it was Easter we had several 
“bunnies” plying us with chocolate eggs throughout the day. This 
was definitely a bonus!

Then it was onwards without incidence for an hour or so. We 

paused for lunch at the base of  a large dune complex. There 
were orange topped posts marking the track which at times were 
difficult to sight. National Parks advice was to keep to the track in 
order to preserve the fragile environment. 

There were a lot of  vehicles in the area on this day and fortunate-
ly, where the track was restricted to a single lane by scrub or walls 
of  sand, we met very little oncoming traffic. Of  course there were 
plenty of  yahoos around who insisted spoiling the pristine face of  
the dunes by driving off  the track. 

After lunch we had a curved track over a soft dune to negotiate. 
A&I who were fifth in the convoy were bogged on the uphill side. 
K&D (fourth) were over on the down side the hill and found that 
the conditions were so soft that they could not back up to assist 
with a tow. So it was out with the shovel and the Maxtrax and 
a reduction in the tyre pressures from 23psi to 18psi, and A&I 
were able to proceed. In the meantime J&L had driven up the hill 
almost next to A&I and also got bogged. However, once A&I 
were clear J&L managed to back down the hill and came through 
on the second attempt.

A few hundred metres further on TL got bogged in a soft spot as 
they were trying to decide on the best way up the next challenging 
part of  the track. G&M who were in number two spot towed TL 
out backwards to harder ground. Some of  the group then walked 
the track with TL to decide on the best path which seemed to be 
to proceed halfway up the hill and then take a right hand “chicken 
track” to avoid the steep soft top which lay straight ahead. 

At this stage J&P seemed to be experiencing some clutch prob-
lems just to have something else to worry about. Suitably psyched 

up, five of  us successfully got over the hill using the “chicken 
track”, but J&L suddenly appeared on our left having come over 
the very steep section. Show off!

We stopped to view at the Wanna lookout and took the opportu-
nity to re-inflate our tyres now that the sand was behind us. The 
final leg of  the journey took us on a track which joined the Mem-
ory Cove track just outside of  the locked gate and thence back to 
the Port Lincoln as we did on the previous day. On the first part 
of  the final leg the track was overgrown by large she oaks. K&D 
noticed that J&P’s sand flag had come off  and was hooked on 
an overhanging branch. They reported this on the radio and J&P 
said not to worry about it because it was home made from some 
torn up Hi-Viz shirt. J&L did not get the message that the mate-
rial was of  little value and made some considerable effort to back 
down the track, stand on the roof  rack and recover the “flag” for 
J&P. It probably did not warrant that amount of  effort except 
perhaps to remove rubbish from the park.

We arrived back at the caravan park around 4:00pm having trav-
elled 96km. TL had to detour to take the gate key back and collect 
his deposit. We had our final happy hour and the trip was over. 
TL had been to this area several times before which enabled him 
to design and schedule this well organised trip.

Our thanks go to Paul and Sara for the time and effort they put 
into leading this most enjoyable event.

PS. When travelling through Whyalla a visit to the new circular jetty and to 
the Mt Laura Homestead Museum are definitely worthwhile.

Don Grigg NPC 260

A test for practical tyre repair skills

Happy Hour the first evening and a briefing on what is to come Marie lost in thought at Wedding Cake Island
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Trip Report: The Otways

Otway Ranges Easter Trip 2021

I
t was a great delight to be able to go away for Easter 
2021 after last year’s cancellation. Keeping an eye on 
Covid alerts, our Otway Ranges trip was on and some 

of  us made the most of  extra days and headed off  early 
to get some distance under our belts as we had a long 
way to go. 

Mike and I travelled via Penola and The Glenelg River 
before meeting up with the rest at Sokil Eco Camp in 
the Otway Ranges on Good Friday. Helen, Dave, Aileen 
& Rod had made a stop at Kiata and Tony, Chris and 
Bill had done the drive in a day. 

It was good to see that all cars from the NPC were Nis-
san Patrols. That doesn’t happen too often. The Otways 
group had a variety of  vehicles with Toyotas, a Pajero, 
and an Amarok to name a few. They were all set up by 
the time we got there as most didn’t have far to travel. 
There was a toilet and shower block with hot water so 
what a bonus for our stay. Time to renew old acquain-
tances and make new ones around the campfire that 
night before retiring to sleep the drive off. 

Saturday, 3 April

Awoke to glorious weather and had a trip meeting to 
sort us into two groups with NPC and Otways members 
in each group. We were in group B with Eric as our 
leader and Jeff  at the tail. Tony and Chris were our NPC 
contingent for this group. Group A headed off  and we 
were not far behind.

Group A (Aileen reporting): We left camp at 9:25 am 
with Gareth and Colin in the lead and John as tail and 
headed out along Breakfast Creek road. This group also 
consisted of  Helen & Dave, Bill and Rod & Aileen. The 
sun was shining on the magnificent Otway forest trees 
as they stretched out below us.

Our first track for the day was off  Knights Road and 
it was a little damp in places but this helped to settle 
the dust. The first large waterhole we encountered was 
where Gareth was bogged back in October while inspect-
ing the tracks for our trip. With a stick, he estimated the 
depth of  the hole at a metre. 

The next track was dustier and along here we encountered a mar-
shal who stopped us because forestry workers were burning off  
and he advised us that there was a smoke hazard. He explained 
no photos or stopping was allowed, but no sooner had we started 
out when Colin, our leader, encountered a possum in the middle 
of  the road. There were a number of  fire crews and trucks 
checking the hot spots still smouldering. Our next track had to be 
aborted as the authorities had closed the exit due to fire burn off. 
A 10-point turn was required by each vehicle to reverse out.

After a detour around the fire areas, we entered the Woodland 

Track and then Harrison Track North. This track had a gate that 
required a little persuasion to open. 

Once inside we found this track to be quite different as it was 
dry and sandy and tracked beside the Anglesea River Swamp. 
Just before exiting this track, we stopped for morning tea at 11 
am. We then opened another locked gate and turned into Shiney 
Eye Track. This track along the mountain range traversed open 
land and contained some decent washaways to negotiate. We 
then turned into Ridgeview Track and headed down towards the 
Alcoa chimney and Alcoa Boundary Track. Colin spotted a snake 
crossing the track but it had well and truly slithered away before 
we reached it.

We headed into an extremely busy Anglesea where we enjoyed 
our lunch sitting beside the Anglesea River. It was a warm 31 
degrees! 

Following lunch, we left Anglesea at 12:55 pm leaving the crowds 
and traffic jams and turned into Colemine Road but unfortunate-
ly, we had to back out of  here too due to the fires and retrace our 
path on the Alcoa Track. We were then able to turn into No 2 
Track and then Denham Track. Denham Track consisted of  ap-
proximately 10 steep deep gullies, a real up and down rollercoast-
er ride. Once back on the ridgeline we could look back over to 
see the smoke from the burn off  on the ranges we were driving 
this morning and also the bumper-to-bumper line of  cars waiting 
to enter Anglesea. We stopped to regroup before continuing 
on No 2 Road and Story Creek Road before turning into Loves 
Track which was a steep climb from the coast back up the side of  
the range. We re-joined Breakfast Creek Road and headed back 
to camp by 3:30 pm. This was an 80km relatively easy day’s 4x4 
drive unfortunately hindered a little by Forest Fire Management 
planned burns.

Group B: We drove out onto Breakfast Creek road and onwards 
to an MV track which was like a fern gully. Very picturesque. On-
wards to Mogg’s Creek Picnic Ground then out onto the Great 
Ocean road for a glimpse of  the lovely blue sea before getting 
back onto the dirt again. 

Up Mogg’s creek Track then a MV one-way track to a look-
out point over Aireys Inlet area. Could see a bunch of  surfers 
enjoying the waves down one end and a lighthouse at the other 
with some swimmers and beachgoers in between. Morning tea 
then off  to find tracks that were open as quite a few had been 
closed. Had lunch at Mount Cowley fire lookout with the smell 
of  dead animal wafting through every now and then!! The Otways 

Boys had hot pies for lunch, which had been heating in their car 
ovens while we were driving. Some put roasts on to cook for the 
afternoon drive so their tea would be ready on return to camp! 
What luxury.

On Curtis track we encountered another convoy at the mudhole 
and as they were coming down a narrow track, we backed up and 
over to let them through first. Our turn then to splash the mud 

Heading east for Easter

The club’s all-Patrol column prepares to roll out 

Morning tea with a view high above Cinema Point.

The Easter Bunny tracked us down!
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on our cars and smell the stinky water. We did look like we had 
been somewhere now!

Back out onto the main road again and through Lorne which was 
teeming with people and cars. The beach resembled Bondi and no 
social distancing evident. Good to get away from the place and up 
into the dirt tracks again and see that dust in front of  us. Had to 
clear a fallen tree or two off  one track to get through and with all 
hands-on deck and the help of  a chainsaw, we were soon on our 
way again. Back to camp by 4.00 SA time for happy hour. 

The Ned Kelly Fire box had been fired up and was looking good. 
The nights were on the cooler side so good to have the fire going. 
Gareth had his pork roast cooking on the spit over the fire and it 
was a late tea for him but gave us something to watch and salivate 
over. 

Lots of  jokes and chatting around the fire that night and to bed 
late as we had an extra hour sleep due to the end of  DLS. 

Sunday, 4 April

Easter bunny had hopped around with a walking stick that morn-
ing and left some chocolate eggs by our vans. Yummy! Joined the 
other NPC members for a Hot Cross Bun breakfast at Aileen and 
Rod’s camp with Rod in charge of  the toasting. He did a good job 
and we were all well-fed before the day’s drive was to commence.

Group A: This morning we left camp at 9:10am and headed 
south. Gareth and Colin, our leaders again, spotted a stag in the 
middle of  the road but it disappeared quickly before anyone else 
could see it! Wayne joined us for today’s drive so we had six cars 
today. 

We first turned into Iron Bark Spur Track which is a gated MVO 
track heading into the tall timber forest. Our leaders again spotted 
wildlife with quite a few wallabies hopping around. We skirted 
several fallen trees and other obstacles before descending to Pain-
kalac Creek a pretty rocky crossing on the valley floor. Of  course, 
what goes down must also go up so we negotiated a very rutted 
ascent out of  the valley. 

We exited this MVO and joined Gentle Annie Track and then 
Moggs Creek Track before turning into Clarks Spur Track. It was 
a beautiful sunny day with clear blue skies as we set off  down this 
“No through Road”. There were large mud holes and small open-
ings between trees to negotiate with glimpses of  the ocean to be 
seen through the forest trees. What an unexpected view awaited 
us at the end of  this track, it was Cinema Point which overlooked 
Aireys Inlet and the Great Ocean Road. We enjoyed morning 
tea here while we took in the views of  the magnificent coast and 
watched the surfers.

The return drive along Clarks Spur Track only seemed to be 
half  as far and did not present any dramas. We then turned into 
Moggs Creek Track and then Gentle Annie Track again for a 
more sedate drive through the forest before entering Seaview 
Road a corrugated gravel track. 

We next drove along Sabine Road, a smooth gravel road through 
the stunning tall forest with tree ferns, climbing creepers and 
smaller ferns growing on tree trunks. This area was so green! We 

then headed down Wye Road, another narrow two-wheel gravel 
track made interesting when we encountered oncoming cars.

Our next gated track was Jamieson Track and along here we 
stopped at a flat section to enjoy lunch in the bush. This ridge 
top drive descended steeply to the coast where we opened the 
exit gate and finished up at the Jamieson Creek Campground on 
the Great Ocean Road. At Cumberland River we turned onto the 
Cumberland Track, a steep climb from the coast to the crest of  
Mt Defiance at 330 metres. This was another gated MVO track 
and was exceptionally overgrown with Dogwood at the start 
which caused quite a bit of  bush pin striping on all our vehicles, 
but opened up as we climbed. We travelled along the ridge with 
quite a long drop on either side before descending one vehicle at 
a time to the next valley. This track was a fantastic drive through 
fresh smelling overgrown bush!

After exiting Cumberland Track and locking the gate we turned 
into Curtis Road where we had to negotiate a couple of  large 
mud puddles before reaching Wye Road and Sabine Road and 
retracing our way back to camp. The driving conditions were haz-
ardous this afternoon as the sun was shining through the hanging 
dust and our windscreens were dirty. We arrived back at camp at 
4:40 pm after a most enjoyable day out in the Otway Forest!

Group B. We set off  half  and hour after the other group as we 
had the shorter days driving today. 

Traversed various tracks with names such as: Woodlands, Al-
lardyce, Boundary, Denham’s, Alcoa and Loves Track. Passed a 
few motorbike riders, cyclists and a runner who had to eat our 
dust!! Some mechanical problems for TEC Jeff  but were quickly 
sorted and on our way again. Had lunch at the start of  Batson 
Track which was another closed one. Out came the hot pies again 
and the tomato sauce was at the ready. 

Travelled along a few more tracks and around in circles a bit 
thanks to Hayden’s navigation. Blames his dad, Eric, for going too 
fast! Saw the remains of  the old coal mine and the tall chimney 

left standing. Very dusty now so we were spread out so we could 
see where we were going!

Arrived back in camp at 3.30 and got the fire going and had a 
happy hour while waiting for group A to return. The Lads went 
off  to collect more firewood from a supply further into the prop-
erty. They got a good load on the back of  the ute which made for 
a decent fire that night. 

Group A arrived back and it was more chatting and then cooking 
of  our tea and a few drinks around the campfire before heading 
off  to bed. Some campers from the Otways Club had already 
pulled up stumps and gone home to their families.

Monday, 6 April 

Awoke to another beautiful morning. Two of  our NPC lot had al-
ready left early while the rest of  us took our time to pack up. The 
Otways group were leaving a bit later in the day and the rest of  
us were traveling on for another night somewhere before arriving 
home. We were going to Penola again to a great little self-suffi-
cient free camp just outside of  town.

The weekend has been a most enjoyable one with some good 
driving and scenery and lots of  good company. Thanks must go 
to The Otways 4WD Club for showing us this wonderful part of  
Victoria and for the work they have done putting this trip togeth-
er in these current times. Knowing that things could change in a 
flash and having to contend with closed roads and fire burn offs, 
made for some difficulty.

 We were blessed with absolutely perfect weather so thanks for 
organising that as well!!

A big thankyou to Helen and Dave for their ongoing liaison with 
the Otways club so that trips like this can be enjoyed by both 
clubs. Helen soldiered on even when her back pain gave her hell. 
Hope all is well soon for the next adventure you take on. 

Renée Garrett NPC 182 & Aileen Kitto NPC 388

Clearly up to no good!

Ned Kelly made a nightly appearance at camp thanks to Gareth Owen’s amazing fire pit

A different view of the Great Ocean Road than usual from a steep descending track 
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Club merchandise available to purchase

Support the businesses that support the clubSupport the businesses that support the club

Keep up to date with the club on Facebook

www.facebook.com/nissanpatrolclubsa

Photos, video, details of upcoming trips and 
guest speakers

Nissan Patrol Club sticker: Large Circle $2.20

Nissan Patrol Club cloth badges: $6.00

Nissan Patrol Club key rings: $5.00

Water Bottles: Light stainless steel, $8.00 each 
or 2 for $15.00

Contact Aileen Kitto 

Dorado Downs 14-16 May

Sand driving with the Mitsubishi Club

Nissan Patrol Club Members attending: Helen and 
Dave Richards (Leaders), John and Maddie Day, 
Bill Smith, Lisa Patterson and Phil Stanley, Bill 
Condie, Allan and Marina Langer, Geoff and Marie 
Dalitz, Jeanene and Jeffrey Schapel.

N
issan Patrol Club members met on Friday 14 May 2021 
at 9.30am at the Tailem Bend Shell Service Station. We 
were led to Dorado Downs via a scenic route along dirt 

roads by Col Price from the Mitsubishi Club. On arrival we found 
a spot to camp keeping in mind that more members from both 
clubs were still coming and a lot had caravans. The Nissan Patrol 
Club had 8 cars with 14 members and the Mitsubishi Club had 
19 cars with 27 members. After setting up we all relaxed around 
a camp fire until it started to rain. To make use of  the wonderful 
coals Helen made damper and managed to ensure everyone had 
a serve. 

We started our sand driving on Saturday at 9am. Mitsubishi mem-
bers were split in three groups with their leaders assisting them 
with driving techniques and familiarisation with sand driving. 
Nissan members accompanied by five Mitsubishi members were 
led by Helen and Dave along the eastern side of  Dorado Downs. 

Members tried to get up one of  the steep tracks and unfortu-
nately did not quiet make it. Eventually Martin and Eddy, father 
and son team from the Mitsubishi Club, showed us how it’s done. 
They had an Isuzu Dmax and Suzuki Vitara respectively. As we 
were back for early lunch some of  us went out again for a short 
drive on which we caught up with Mitsubishi members attempt-
ing to drive up a steep track with the use of  max tracks at the top. 

After lunch Bill Condie took us along tracks on the top of  the 
dunes with a wonderful view over Dorado Downs. We ended up 
on top of  the track everyone attempted in the morning. Martin 
and Eddy swapped cars and attempted it again with success. In 
the evening we all relaxed around a huge camp fire. It needed to 
be as there were many people seeking warmth. 

At the meeting on Sunday morning everyone sang happy birth-
day to Dave Richards. Some opted to go out driving again ably 
led by Bill Condie, while others started packing up. 

The Mitsubishi Club explored the area used by our group on 
Saturday. As we arrived at one of  the steep tracks, Bill tried first 
to drive up and was successful after a couple of  tries, amazing 
what choosing a different gear makes. Everyone had a go and 
was successful. As Marina was driving that day she proved that 
by sheer determination and complete focus on the job successful 
can be made with advice on what gear to use and what to do. The 
Adrenalin level was very high. Jeanene also successfully drove up 
on her first attempt and showed Jeff  how it is done. Eddie from 

Been there, dune that

Momentos of the past decorate the shed 

The highest dunes at 95 metres and, right, Martin and Eddy were among the few to return victorious
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the Mitsubishi Club demonstrated how a Vitara can scale these 
dunes in reverse. We had two more steep climbs on soft sand 
tracks and everyone made it. After that it was time to head back 
to camp and pack up. It was interesting to note that the automat-
ics in the group scaled most dunes without any problem.

Allan video recorded some of  the most spectacular hill climbing 
efforts and interviewed apprehensive drivers before their climbing 
attempts. We look forward to seeing it at a future club meeting.

We thank everyone for their leadership and a wonderful fun 
weekend.

Marina Langer NPC 243 &  
Jeanene Schapel NPC 31

The Dorado team, above, Phil gets ready to tackle the dunes, Helen’s damper triumph and the column on the tracks

Support the businesses that support the clubSupport the businesses that support the club

A view of the Dorado Downs campsite from the sand ridge to the south.



PATROLLING22 PATROLLING 23

Brake pads have a story to tell

Y our brake pads are worn out and 
its time to replace them. But 
before you throw them away, 

take a good look at them. They can tell 
a story about the health, or otherwise of  
your whole braking system. BY seeing 
how the old ones fared, you can make 
changes that could extend the life of  
your news ones considerable.

Peter Stewart (NPC 318) recommends 
an article in the Brakes and Front End 
website on this subject that members 
may find helpful. 

You can find it online here https://www.
brakeandfrontend.com/brake-pad-di-
agnostics/ where it includes helpful 
pictures illustrating the different sorts 
of  wear and what they tell you about the 
system – it’s well worth reading.

Perhaps the most important takeaway 
from the article are the rules to follow for brake pad inspection as 
follows.

• Never judge the condition of  the brake pads using just 
one pad. Both pads and their thicknesses need to be 
inspected and documented.

• Never take rust or corrosion lightly. Corrosion on the 
caliper and pads is an indication the coating, plating or 
paint has failed and needs to be addressed. Corrosion 
can migrate to the area between the friction material 
and backing plate.

• Some brake pad manufacturers bond the friction mate-
rial to the backing plate with adhesives. Delamination 
can occur when the corrosion gets between the adhe-
sive and friction material. At best, it can cause a noise 
problem; at worst, the corrosion can cause the friction 

material to separate and reduce the effective area of  the 
brake pad.

• Never ignore the guide pins, boots or slides. It is rare to 
find a caliper that has worn out the brake pads with-
out wear or degradation also taking place on the guide 
pins or slides. As a rule, when the pads are replaced so 
should the hardware.

• Never estimate life or thickness using percentages. It 
is impossible to predict the life left in a brake pad with 
a percentage. While most consumers might be able to 
understand a percentage, it is misleading and often in-
accurate. In order to accurately estimate the percentage 
of  material worn on a brake pad, you would first have to 
know how much friction material was present when the 
pad was new.

Bill Condie, NPC 423

Tech talk

Cooking

Time to give your damper a facelift 
We all love damper by the campfire, even though it can be tricky 
to perfect if  you aren’t a skill camp oven specialist like Helen 
Richards. Now that winter are here and campfires are back, there 
will be many dampers cooked and scoffed in the months until 
fire bans are back.

While a damper can seem pretty near perfection simply smoth-
ered in butter, there are some tweaks that can lift it from a simple 
bread accompaniment to a meal in itself.

Try making a damper dough as usual, but instead of  just forming 
it into a loaf, fold in savoury mince - pre-cooked of  course - and 
cook the damper in the usual way. It creates the most wonderful 

savoury surprise, breaking the crusty loaf  apart to find new levels 
of  deliciousness inside. 

You can take this a step further, pre-cooking burger patties and 
folding them into the damper along with some cheese slices, 
maybe tomatoes and grilled onions burger style.

Or just let your imagination run wild with any fillings you can 
think of. Just remember whatever the fillings you use, need to be 
pre-cooked. While cheese will melt as the damper cooks, meat 
needs to be prepared before folding it into the dough.  

Bill Condie, NPC 423
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