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The Nissan Patrol Club of South Australia was founded in 1979, to provide a meeting place for individuals and families 
with an interests in four wheel driving and associated activities. From the beginning we have promoted safe and environmentally 
responsible, four-wheel driving as a way to enjoy our great country.

The club welcomes all makes of vehicles, and has drivers with all skill levels. For the novice there is a wealth of experience to draw 
upon. Some members have had formal training, many more have had years of experience.

We run many trips each year, offering members a chance to learn new skills or practise old ones. We also have events that range from 
the extreme to the sedate, with a social program throughout the year

We participate in a volunteer program of environmental care work in one of our national parks, allowing us to give something back to 
the bush we enjoy so much. 

Club Meetings are held at Challa Gardens Primary School, Humphries Terrace (off Torrens Road), Kilkenny, on the first Thurs-
day of every month except January. They commence at 7:30pm

The Nissan Patrol Club is a member of Four Wheel Drive SA Inc, which is a member of Four Wheel Drive Australia Pty Ltd.
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Pastoral Act reprieve for 4WDers 
Whatever your politics, the change of government at the last state 
election is good news for 4WD access to the Rangelands. With 
Public Access Routes being threatened under proposed changes 
to the law by the previous Liberal administration, Labor had 
promised a thorough review of the situation if elected. They have 
delivered on that.

The 4WD community benefited from the widespread anger the 
proposed changes had sparked. As 4WDSA executives said, the 
4WD community could be relatively easily ignored, but the Bill 
had proposed sweeping changes to leasehold terms – going up to 
100 years – and a removal of the cap on stock numbers that had 
alarmed conservationists.

Add to that a lack of consultation with Indigenous communi-
ties and you had a recipe for almost universal opposition to the 
changes. In fact the only friend the Bill went into the election 
with were the pastoralists – and not even all of them, given that 
many now rely as much on toruism as farming to make a crust.

The first step of the incoming government was to take back 
control of the Act to the Environment Department, its traditional 
home, from Primary Industries where the previous government 

had trasnferred it. That meant also a change of Minister in charge 
of management of the Rangelands to Dr Susan Close, not only 
Environment Minister, but Deputy Premier.

She quickly ruled out any extension of pastoral leases and vowed 
to consult widely with tourism interests, Indigenous communi-
ties, environmenalists, and conservationists. In a public forum 
held in the last week of May she further confirmed that she wasn’t 
minded to make any major changes to the Act at all – including 
any bid to close PARs. She told the forum that, after further 
consultation with stakeholders, there may be some minor changes 
to the legislation to clear up perceived ambiguities (largely around 
whether leaseholders could change land use from grazing to 
carbon farming) but otherwsie things would remain pretty much 
the same.

In even better news, she said that in the course of her inqui-
ries she had discovered many PARs had been closed by farmers 
because the tracks were in such poor condition and promised she 
would investigate whether government should now take responsi-
bility for the upkeep to keep them open. So watch this space!

Bill Condie NPC 423

From the Editor’s Desk

Time to get out on a Club trip
President’s Points

We are getting close to halfway through this year and 
thank goodness are now able to convene our meetings 
and activities almost back to normal.

The committee has proved to be capable of working very well 
together, with much discussion and planning to promote the club 
and support our members as the year moves on.

All reports on the three club trips run since the last magazine 
have been very positive and enjoyed by all, except the Schapels 
who unfortunately had a vehicle problem and had to abort early. 
Making them very disappointed for missing out on the Dorado 
Downs trip.

The theatre night “Hello Dolly” was also well attended and 
enjoyed by all, thanks to Jeff for organising the tickets again and 
we are looking forward to the next show “Guys and Dolls“ in 
October.

The Deep Creek Bushcare weekend hopefully will go ahead before 
our next meeting and I am sure there will be a report at that meet-
ing what was achieved.

Some sad news we received recently was the passing of Doug 
Smith (NPC 287) an older member, who over the years has given 
a lot to this club as per the article included in this magazine.

The club was represented by 10 members at Doug’s funeral.

Now for the future let us all look forward to using our vehicles 

and equipment to participate in as many club activities and trips 
as we can fit in. This will help us to get to better know our fellow 
members and especially welcome new members into the group.    

Brian Cook  NPC 19
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Trip & Event Planner Trip & Event Planner

Crowded June with two trips and a lunch

11-13 June

Melba Gully & Lake Elizabeth

Melba Gully State Park near Apollo Bay. It 
is now part of the Great Otway National 
Park.

The gully has a dense rainforest of myrtle 
beech, blackwood and tree-ferns. Glow 
worms can be seen at night.

No caravans.

Contact Paul Ware

18-19 June

Peake

4WDriving, Sand driv-
ing, social

Contact: Dave & Helen 
Richards

Back on the sand with the firm 
Club favourite. 

As usual, we are sharing this 
weekend with the Mitsubishi 
Club for this longstanding and 
popular winter outing.

26 June 2022 Goolwa Hotel – Mid-Year Lunch

Our annual mid-year lunch is now locked in at the 
Goolwa Hotel. 

.

Contact: Helen Richards

24 July

Eagle View 4WD Track & Saunders 
Gorge

A proposed day-trip to this self-drive 4WD track 
through a Private Conservation Area 

The track is about a three-hour drive with many 
scenic spots to stop and enjoy.

Entry permit cost $60 per vehicle for a one way 
loop of the property.

Contact: Paul Ware

20-21 August

Peechara Hills

Bush camp with 4wd 
tracks

Contact: Paul Ware

A late winter run to Peechara 
Hills bush camp and 4WD park 
out on the Barrier Highway on 
the way to Broken Hill. 

The property includes some 
challenging 4WD tracks includ-
ing the pipe tunnel pictured left. 
There’s a bit of everything from 
creeks, hills, and mud at the 
right time of year.

All campsites have long drops 
and the main camp has a show-
er, flushing toilet and kitchen. 
There’s also gold and rock fos-
sicking and bush walking..

10-11 September

Border Track Ngarkat Conservation Park / Snow-
drift Wyperfeld National Park 

Further details to follow on this border run. No cara-
vans on this one.

Contact: Paul Ware
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Trip & Event Planner

4-6 November

Morgan

4WDriving, social

Test your skills, drive the tracks, catch up with your 
friends on the Murray. 

Site bookings can be made now at the Morgan Car-
avan Park – phone 8540 2207. Quote the reserva-
tion under Helen Richards (Nissan Patrol Club). 

1-3 October

Gammon Ranges

Grindell’s Hut

Arkaroola

4WDriving, social

The Vulkathunha-Gammon 
Ranges National Park is a 
protected area in the Flinders 
Ranges of South Australia, 
immediately south-west of 
and adjacent to the Arkaroo-
la Protection Area. 

An opportunity to explore 
some of the best sights in the 
Northern Flinders before it 
gets too hot. No Caravans

19 December

Breakfast in the Park

Social

Our usual get-together in Rymill 
Park as we say farewell to yet an-
other year.

21-23 October

Deep Creek Bushcare

The second of our weekends helping out at Deep Creek 

Contact: Wayne Dunn

Meeting Highlights

May is South Australia History month and to marke the occasion, Jeanene Schapel kindly set up a  
display of Nissan Patrol Club memorabilia for members to look at and reminisce over our 41 years

Club history remembered
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Meeting Highlights

Support the businesses that support the clubSupport the businesses that support the club

More memories, plus 
Jim Byfield’s fishing 
skills are honoured with 
a NOA, left. 

Theatre Night: Hello Dolly

A beautiful comedy dream

The Nissan Patrol Club members enjoyed an eve-
ning at the Arts Theatre to see the production of 
Hello Dolly.  

Thsi delightful show was presented by The Metropolitan Musical 
Theatre Company of SA.

Set in 1890 New York, Dolly Levi is the woman to see for about 
anything. Need a husband? No problem for Dolly. Cannot dance? 
In five minutes, you will be waltzing. 

Dolly has the world wrapped around her little finger and there is 
not anything, or anyone she cannot conquer, so when she sets her 
sights on the wealthy and pernickety Horace Vandergelder, it is 
only a matter of time.

The costumes were colourful, and the dancing was full of gusto. 
It was a performance of freshness and imagination. Hello Dolly. 
beautiful comedy dream.

The title role of Dolly was played by the talented Bronwen James. 
Robin Schmelzkopf was the conservative Horace Vandergelder, 
controlling his daughter and looking for a wife, Hannah Saxon 
played his daughter, Ermengardeand her beau Ambrose Kemper, 
played by Jonathon Ogilvie.

Helen Richards NPC 364
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Trip Report: Dorado Downs

Dorado Downs 14th-15th May 2022

T
he Nissan Patrol Club SA and Mitsubishi 4WD Club SA 
joined together for another fun filled weekend of socialis-
ing, camping and four wheel driving at Dorado Downs.

Most of the crews arrived on Friday afternoon and set up camps 
consisting of a variety of caravans, camper tailers, swags and tents, 
with some choosing to sleep in their vehicles.

A community fire was lit and everyone gathered around to share 
the warmth and camaraderie.

On Saturday morning, both Clubs went in different directions to 
do their own things.

The group of Nissans, along with one Toyota, went off to tackle 
the large sand hills which proved a little difficult with a front on 
assault, the hills being steep, and the sand soft.

An approach from the right, on a track with a gentler gradient, 
seemed to do the trick for a while.  However that track soon 
became chopped up with the spinning wheels which made ascent 

difficult and very rough. So an alternative solution to the problem 
of getting all the vehicles and participants to the top was sought. 

A return to the campsite, and using another track which ap-
proached the sand hills with a more reduced grade and a traverse 
along the ridge, saw all vehicles reach the summit. 

With a few more down and ups of the hill, it was time to return 
to camp for lunch.

After lunch, the Nissan group once more set out to challenge 
what lay ahead in another section of the property. A convoluted 
and twisted route was up and over and along a series of tracks 
which ended up at the rear of the property, with a hill that was a 
bit of a contest to see who would get up.

Some reached the top with relative ease, while others found it 
more of a difficult chore. 

One vehicle gave it a go and failed, so reversed down and tried 
again with no success, so back down to give it another go, this 
time with a change of drivers, with full revs and determination, to 
again be disappointed. A discussion of tyre pressures was held and 

Fun in the Dorado sandpit

The two clubs settle round the community fire at the start of the weekend in Doardo Downs
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further deflation was called for in an attempt to achieve victory. 
This time with the original driver, who was told to drive as hard as 
he could and then some more, thundered over the hill to the roar 
of the gathered cheer squad, with a smile on his face as big as the 
windscreen. 

With everyone up and satisfied with what had been achieved, it 
was time to head back to camp for Happy Hour. A job well done 
by everyone involved.  

Back at camp, the tale of failure and success was told to all, how 
determination and team work had secured a positive outcome. 
And the high achiever for the day was still smiling while having a 
celebratory drink, which he deserved. Well done.

Sunday morning saw a smaller group of vehicles head out to drive 
a few of the tracks that weren’t driven the previous day. 

To get to these, we had to pass by one or two of the challenges 
that weren’t completed by some the day before. So now, with 
more confidence and lower tyre pressures, all the problems of 
yesterday were now completed successfully.  

As a lunch date was organised for the Waffle Shop in Coonalpyn 
on the way home, the day’s driving time was reduced so the pack-
ing up and hitching up could be completed by a suitable time. 
So with everything packed and hitched up, a goodbye to Dorado 
Downs was given as the journey home commenced.

Paul Ware NPC 421

 

Trip Report: Dorado Downs

The club members gather for their close-up, above, and to tackle the next challenge, below.

The large sand hills which proved a little difficult with a front on assault, the hills being steep, and the sand soft

Trip Report: Dorado Downs

Phil cooks in his trademark sensible footwear
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The team scrambling up Blue Rag Ridge to set up camp for the night 

Trip Report: Victorian High Country

Support the businesses that support the clubSupport the businesses that support the club

Keep up to date with the club on Facebook

www.facebook.com/nissanpatrolclubsa

Photos, video, details of upcoming trips and guest 
speakers

Across the roof of Victoria

Easter Trip No. 1 – The Victorian High Country Trip 
Leader, Paul Ware

Thursday 14th April 2022

D
ue to the distance and the time required to get to and 
from the High Country in Victoria, two extra days were 
added to the Easter Trip to allow us to spend more time 

over there.

Four vehicles made up our group, all GU Patrols with Sara and 
Paul, Alison and Trent, and Bill from the Nissan Patrol Club 
along with Tom and Emily from Summit Trax 4WD Club.

Gathering at the Shell Roadhouse at Tailem Bend, our small 
convoy headed off on the Dukes Highway heading for the Border. 
After crossing the Border and onto the Western Highway we 

continued on to Nhill for a lunch break at the Roadhouse. Then 
back on the highway, with a left turn at Dimboola then through 
Minyip and onto St Arnaud for refuelling. After our stop, we 
headed off towards our proposed campsite for the night, this lead 
us through an interesting traverse though the back streets of Ben-
digo with the GPS taking the most direct route. One must stay on 
a straight line for the shortest route.

Finally arriving at the Moora Racecourse & Recreation Reserve at 
sundown near Rushworth, we set up camp for the night.

Friday 15th April 2022

At dawn, we had breakfast of Hot Cross Buns and packed up to 
continue our journey. On through Rushworth to Violet Town, 
where we joined the Hume Highway, then onto Wangaratta, and 
then turned onto the Great Alpine Road which took us to Bright. 

And dowm the other side on the way to Basalt North Track, which starts at the junction right

We knew we were getting close once we started to see hop drying 
kilns and signs for ski hire and snow chains. When we arrived at 
Bright, we refuelled and had a stop for morning tea and coffee at 
pleasant café. After a walk around town to do some retail therapy, 
we then returned to the vehicles and made our way to Hotham 

Heights. The Great Alpine Road heads uphill from Bright along 
the Ovens River Valley and begins the ascent just past Harriet-
ville, then the white painted line on the road changes to yellow 
and snow poles start to appear, indicating we are now above the 
snow line. The road, as it winds its way ever upwards, becomes 

Greeting the dawn at Blue Rag Trig point after a night on top of the mountains
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a little daunting with the mountain on one side and a very long 
drop off to the valley below on the other, with no safety barrier.

On arriving at Hotham, we parked up and walked to The Gener-
al Hotel where we had a booking for lunch. The view out of the 
window, while having lunch, was towards where we heading to 
over the next few days. After lunch, we left Hotham and travelled 
back to the Dargo High Plains Road. Leaving the sealed road 
behinds us, we made our way to the Blue Rag Range Track. After 
lowering the air pressure in our tyres to gain improved traction, 
we made our way to Blue Rag Trig for our overnight camp.

Onwards, upwards, and ever upwards, we arrived and took in 
the view in all directions. With the departure of the other visitors 
as the day began to end, we had the mountain and the views to 
ourselves.

After setting up camp for the night and lighting a fire, we settled 
in for the night taking in the sunset and cooking our evening 
meal as we marvelled in the colours in the sky before us. After the 
sun had set, a full Moon poked out from behind a bank of cloud 
to bath us in its moonlight.

Saturday 16th April 2022

Waking up before dawn to make the most of the sunrise, we gath-
er at the Trig to take it in.

To start the days travel, we continued further along the Blue Rag 
Range Track to the next hill which allowed us to look down to-

wards the Wongungarra River. Turning around, we made our way 
back to the Trig then down and back to the Basalt North Track 
which would take us south to Talbotville.

Travelling along

The track follows the ridge south from Basalt Knob and becomes 
the Basalt Knob South Track, with an extremely steep descent 
down to the Crooked River and the Talbotville camping area, 
which had a multitude of campers for the weekend.

Turning left from the camping area, we made our way up McMil-
lans Road to the Bulltown Spur Track and then back down to the 
Crooked River which we crossed back and forth till we returned 
to Talbotville, after a stop for lunch beside the river. Leaving 
Talbotville, we continued on to Kingswell Bridge with a num-
ber of crossings of the Wongungarra River, and from there onto 

Dargo for a vist to the Hotel and a refuel at the General Store. 
After completing our visit to Dargo, we returned to the Kingswell 
Bridge camping area for the night.

Sunday 17th April 2022

Arising before sunrise allowed us to view the alignment of the 
planets Saturn, Mars, Venus, and Jupiter in a straight line in the 
clear morning sky. Also, we found that the Easter Bunny had 
made a visit overnight to leave the happy campers some chocolate 
eggs and bunnies and some pink fluffy ears for the girls.

After packing up, two of our vehicles went back over the bridge to 
do another river crossing, this time the Wonnangatta River which 
brought our total river crossings to thirty one.

Leaving the campsite, we travelled along the Wonnangatta Road 
to the Billy Goat Bluff Track. Mr Google describes this track as 
“… considered one of the hardest drives, not only in Victoria, 
but all of Australia. For good reason, the Billy Goat Bluff track is 
listed as one of Australia’s most dangerous and challenging roads. 
The track is extremely narrow and edged with cliff faces, making 
passing oncoming vehicles a challenge.” This track is very steep 
with a 27% of maximum gradient through some sections. The 
ascent is 11.1 km long and, over this distance, the elevation gain 
is 1,249 metres.

Heading upwards, we reached the Heli Pad, where we stopped for 
a leg stretch and this gave us a view of where we were going along 
the ridge to the summit. Back in the vehicles to head downhill, 
before once again upwards, till we reached the narrowest part of 
the track for a stop to look at where we had come from. Now that 
we were over the steepest part of the track, it was a leisurely drive 
to the T junction where we turned right and made our way to the 
Pinnacles Fire Tower. 

Parking at the gate, it was a short walk and climb up the stairs 
to reach the Fire Tower which gave us extensive views all the way 
back to Blue Rag in the north, and south to the Gippsland region. 
On returning to the vehicles, we turned west and began the 
return journey home, taking the Moroka Road across to Arbuckle 
Junction and then the Tamboritha Road with a stop at the old 
cattle yards near Dingo Hill Track. These were designed to be here 
a long time, using full logs and large bolts to hold them together, 
and the use of two trees for the loading ramp set up was interest-
ing.

Continuing along the Tamboritha Road, we crossed the bridge 
over the McAlister River to arrive at Licola for a lunch stop and 
refuelling at the General Store. The main road out of town was 
closed for roadworks, so we had to take a detour up the Target 
Creek Road, which turned out to be an interesting drive, with the 
road winding up through a pleasant pastoral valley to a link road 
that took us back to the main road to Woods Point.

Turning off the main road saw us taking a back way into Woods 
Point via the Abbot Link track with a crossing of the Goulburn 
River, then up the Clark Spur Track, both steep and technical. We 
took a left turn onto the Brewery Track, which used to be very 
challenging, however some recent dozer work has improved it 
greatly, removing the large step down and widening the very tight 
hairpin bend. On arriving in Woods Point, we pulled up at the 
old Service station for a photo opportunity before going to the 
Commercial Hotel and General Store for supplies.

We left town up the hill to our proposed campsite at Matlock 
which, on arrival, was now found to be a no camping location 
forrday use only. So we carried on towards Marysville and found 
nice spot on the fire break area beside the road and set up camp 
for the night and got a fire going.

Monday 18th April 2022

After previous days of fine weather, it had to change. Pre-warned 
with the forecast, we prepared for the coming of the rain which 
arrived at 1.00 am and stayed constant till day break.

With the heavy rain, a change of the day’s programme was called 
for so the four wheel driving planned for the day was shelved, 
with a wet pack up, no breakfast and a little sideways action for 
some vehicles, we made it back to the Warburton – Woods Point 
Road and then onto Marysville to refuel and have breakfast and 
coffee at the Bakery.

After breakfast, Bill had to leave us and head home for fami-
ly commitments and a trip to the Flinders Ranges. The three 
remaining vehicles made our way to Buxton with a stop at the 
Igloo Roadhouse, the home of the Buxton and Cathedral Burgers, 
which we didn’t partake of due to having breakfast at Marysville.

 With the rain still coming down, the four wheel drive shortcut 
to the Cheviot Rail Tunnel was abandoned and we stayed on the 
sealed and formed roads to reach the Tunnel. Having travelled on 
the back roads and tracks of the High Country with hardly any 
vehicles over the weekend, it came as a bit of a shock when we 

Trip Report: Victorian High Country cont’d

A steep descent with glorious views into Talbotville 
above and the spoils from the Easter Bunny, right What goes down must come up. Same with Billy Goat 

Bluff Track
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tried to join the continuous line of traffic that was heading back 
to Melbourne on the Goulburn Valley Highway after the Easter 
break. It was find a gap and push in.

After visiting the Cheviot tunnel and a walk through, we had to 
re-join the long line of vehicles again and continue homeward 
and once again at Seymour, hedge our way into the long line of 
traffic on the Old Hume Highway at Seymour. Fortunately, when 
turning west at the Puckapunyal Military Area, the traffic kept 
heading south and we had the road to ourselves for a while.

While we were having breakfast at the Marysville Bakery, we had 
commented on how spacious the place was, but it was small in 
comparison to the Gaffney’s Bakery and Pie Kitchen at Heathcote 
where we stopped for lunch with an enormous amount of pies 
and bakery delights to choose from.

Returning to the vehicles in the rain, we headed west to Bendigo 
and onto St Arnaud for fuel before crossing the Wimmera Plains 
to Dimboola and our campsite for the night at Horseshoe Bend 

on the banks of the Wimmera River in the Little Desert National 
Park . Fortunately, we arrived during a break in the weather and 
were able to set up camp, without the rain, on raised sections of 
the campground which was a good idea as heavy rain during the 
night flooded the low ground between our higher mounds.

Tuesday 19th April 2022

Waking up to a reasonable overcast day saw us have breakfast 
before packing up wet swags, awnings and tarps, something to 
deal with when we arrive home. Then heading south towards 
Reedy Swamp, which was holding water from last night’s rain 
on a formed gravel road, trusting it would get us through to the 
sandy tracks and away from the sticky black soil along the Flat 
Track and the river. Our luck held and we made it to McCabes 
Hut Track and then the Mallee Track and Dahlenburgs Mill Track 
past the mill and onto Beekeepers Track which took us around 
some privately owned land to the Nhill - Harrow Road. This four-
wheel driving on flat terrain was a pleasant change from the very 
challenging steep uphill and downhill of the High Country which 
we had experienced over the previous days.

Engaging high range, two wheel drive to travel on the black top 
till we arrived at the Red Gums Track and then back into low 
four to continue the second part of the Park, with a morning tea 
break at Red Gums Swamp Campground and an inspection of 
the surrounding flora. After which we travelled westward to the 
Old Nhill Road which took us down to the McDonald Highway 
Track and then straight through, with a couple little detours to 
the Kaniva – Edenhope Road.

At this point of our journey, after airing up our tyres for highway 
travel, Tom and Emily turned left to Edenhope and onto Robe 
while Alison, Trent, Sara and Paul turned right to Kaniva with a 
stop at the Kaniva Community Roadhouse for lunch and refuel 
before the final drive home.

 Paul Ware NPC 421

Trip Report: Victorian High Country cont’d

Goldilocks tackles one of the many river crossings on the Crooked River Track

Back down to ground level and wet sand
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Trip Report: Little Desert

Tracks in the Little Desert 

Easter Trip No. 2 - Little Desert National Park, Vic-
toria. Trip Leaders- Helen and Dave Richards.

O
ur Easter getaway began on Thursday with most Nissan 
club members meeting at Tailem Bend and Tintinara. 
There was a nice free camp next to Lake Indawarra in 

Tintinara and it look like quite a few others had also had this spot 
marked for an overnight stay. The early arrivals had been for a 
walk around town and the lake, where some people were swim-
ming in the clear green water. Looked inviting but gave it a miss. 
There was a disc golf course around the area but no takers to play. 
Who knew how and what with??

Wandered over the railway tracks to the local pub for tea which 
we had prebooked, and there we sat!!!! Each pair of meals seemed 
to be cooked 2 at a time and took ages to be served. Every time 
the kitchen door open Rod would have an expectant look on his 
face but no it wasn’t his meal yet. The waitress kept us enter-
tained with her comments and the look on her face when Dave 
mentioned he was from Manchester had us all laughing. She was 
originally from England. Lots of camaraderie and chip stealing 
while we waited patiently for our meals. Finally, all served and 
meals eaten before the torchlight walk back across the train tracks 
for an after-dinner drink before turning in for the night. 

Bit of traffic passing through during the night and a few trains 
disturbing the light sleepers. 

Leisurely morning to breakfast before packing up and hitting 
the road. Traffic not too bad. We stopped off at Bordertown so 

Helen could make a delivery 
to some-one she knew then 
onwards to Nhill where we 
refuelled and turned off the 
main highway to head south. 
Arrived in the small town of 
Goroke and found the small 
caravan park which was to be 
mainly ours for the duration 
of the easter break. Some of 
the Otway 4 wd club were 
already in situ and Geoff from 
the Npc had already arrived 
the day before. Bit of juggling 
the caravans around so those 
that had booked powered sites 
could access the power and the 
rest of us could fit in wherever. 
Nice little setup with lawned 
sites, showers and toilets, 
and a kitchen shelter which 
would come in handy on the 
last night. Town was walking 
distance away and had a few 
shops but no hotel. That was 
due to open after Easter. Has 
being closed for a few years 
and has just been refurbished. 
Apparently, the bar is a piece of 
art! Word had got through that one of the Otway members had 
car trouble on the way and when he finally arrived, his car was 
being towed on a trailer. Not a good start for Jeff as he was our 
trip leader for the next 2 days.

Happy hour was had to welcome all those who had arrived and 
to re acquaint with all present. We had 17 Nissan Club members 

(9 cars) and about 11 Otway Club members in situ. Weather was 
good with more predicted.

Woke to a foggy morning and then glorious sunshine. Those who 
were camped under trees overnight thought it had been raining 
but it was only the moisture falling from the leaves. Before break-
fast Helen & Aileen went for a short walk to explore the main 
street. Goroke is a small country town in the Wimmera Region of 

Gathering at the starting point for a wonderful Easter break

The Otway 4x4 club always do a good line in bespoke fire pits, from Ned Kelly to this club signature one 

Mustering the vehicles at the entrance to the park before taking on the sandy tracks below right
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Victoria just across the South Australian border and to the south 
of the Little Desert National Park. It is a reasonably tidy town 
with a main street comprising food shops, hotel, fuel outlet and 
interesting second-hand shop. A number of history plaques are 
dotted around identifying old shops, factories and even a brick 
kiln. The Goroke Little Desert Nature Playspace is an amazing 
new playground set amongst lovely native gardens and paths.

Jeff had to go into Horsham to get a part for his car so we took 
off later than we would have. Divided into 2 groups being known 
as group A & B which had no relevance to the members in each 
!!We were in group B so here is our story:

Group B – Good Friday. We set off half an hour later than the 
other group, having to wait for Jeffs return, as he was our trip 
leader. Colin was our TEC. Departed the park and drove left 
out of the gate with 7 vehicles in our convoy, all of our 4 club 
members in Nissan Patrols. First stop near some old house ruins 
to reduce our tyre pressures and put flags up. Onto sand tracks 
and made it to Broughton’s Waterhole for morning tea. Lots of 
emu prints around the waters edge. Good camping area nearby 
for future reference. 

We traversed many tracks with names such as Spriggs, Northern 
break, Lillimur, east/west, Worsley, sisters hill, lawloit and Mc-
Donald. Had lunch while on Lillimur Track. 

Some trails were quite corrugated and had lots of tracts of sand to 
spin through.

Arrived back in camp at 3.30 with group A not being too far 
behind. Some members went for a walk or drive into town to see 

the sights, refuel and check out the painted silos. We walked and 
chatted to a few locals, one being an old rodeo rider who was on 
for a yarn.

Group A: Our group left the caravan park at 10am and took 
the blacktop back through Goroke and up towards Nhill before 
turning onto Dickinsons Road, a dirt road past dry farming land. 
We headed into Little Desert National Park via a two wheeled 
firm sandy track with scrubby bush either side. We crossed several 
tracks before joining a winding sandy Lost Flat Track through 

Trip Report: Little Desert cont’d healthy mallee scrub. We joined the 
McDonald Highway a much drier, softer, 
white sand track where the car steered 
itself and followed in the deep ruts! 
Through here I needed to suck some 
peppermint lollies to ease the feeling of 
motion sickness! We turned onto Bee 
Keepers Track which followed a new 
6-foot-high border boundary fence being 
erected to keep the kangaroos in the 
National Park and out of the adjoining 
scrubby farming land. 

We stopped along the side of the track 
for a short coffee break. Once on the 
road again we headed up Salt Lake Track 
with the soft sand deep again in parts. 
Dotted along the side of a lot of the 
tracks were cameras placed to capture 
sightings of the foxes and wild dogs in 
the park. 

A lot of baits have also been buried 15 
cm deep as wild dogs will dig this deep 
for them but a domestic dog will not. 
We then found an undulating, exhila-
rating rough two-wheeled track through 
the centre of the National Park that was 
mainly flat but dotted with tree roots 
and potholes. We stopped at the sign 
where the 1.1 km walking track to Trig 
Point viewing platform commenced. It 
was quite warm, high 20’s so we did not 
walk but pushed on to Kiata Camp-
ground for lunch. There are picnic tables 
and chairs, toilets and a shelter shed here. 

After lunch we left the campground and 
turned left back down the western fence 
line on a track called Northern Break. 
From here we had beautiful views over-
looking the adjoining farm land before 
heading back onto very sandy undulating 
tracks through the heart of the desert. 
These tracks were traversed through stunted vegetation then back 
onto Bee Keepers Track, completing a 118km loop drive. We 
headed back to camp via Phillips and Whimpey’s Track which 
were much firmer and rocky, arriving back at 3:50pm.

It was quiet on the tracks today as we only encountered 3 motor 
bikes and 1 car even though there was a Navrun event being held 
in the desert over the weekend.

A&B The silos were well worth the visit and others found the 
second-hand store to be of interest.

Happy hour on return then off to cook our various gastronomi-
cal delights for out evening meals. Carmen had promised us her 
bread-and-butter pudding so we saved room for this and were not 
disappointed. Yummy.

With bellies full we made our way over to the campfire courtesy 
of the Otway’s club and their fire drum. 

Had a beautiful sunset and moon rising that night so the photog-

raphers were out to capture the moments

Bit of a windy night but clear skies. Easter bunny had hopped 
around the camp dropping off little piles of chocolate delights 
for us to enjoy. We gathered around John & Maddie’s van for our 
Hot Cross Bun breakfast. Maddie did a good job getting all the 
buns toasted in her oven with the windy conditions and we all 
had a good serve. Thanks cooks.

Set off separately in our 2 groups again today and we were swap-
ping drives.

Group B - We set of to the right today and had one less member 
who had to go home. We drove down the McDonnell Highway 
track, Mays Hut track and Beekeepers track where we stopped 
and inspected the new fence going up between the park and pri-
vate property. The fences are high and constructed in such a way 
so the kangaroos can get back into the park but cannot get into 
the private property. Pretty solid fencing which would cost a for-
tune to build. Next, we traversed Cooack Settlement Road, Salt 

Classic Australian bush scenes in Western Victoria.

Wayne airs down to take on the sand
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Lake track etc before stopping at Kiata campground for lunch. A 
few campers in residence and toilets available. The Otway boys 
got out their hot sausage rolls and pies for a nice hot lunch as we 
munched on cold sandwiches. Halfway through lunch it decided 
to rain so we packed our chairs away and it stopped. That would 
be right!

Set off again for some good bumpy sand tracks with the favourite 
being Whimpey’s Track. What a lot of corrugations and bouncing 
around to enjoy. Luckily no-one had to be snatched out of any 
sand bogs so our recovery gear stayed packed away. 

Made our way back to camp passing the 
cemetery on the way. There were lots of aussie 
flags flying in preparation for ANZAC Day. 
Quite an impressive but poignant sight.

Group A: This morning we left camp at 
9:30am and headed in the opposite direction 
to yesterday. We entered the Little Desert 
National Park this morning via Sambells 
Road. This was a dirt road and a northerly 
wind blew the sand straight back down the 
road making vision difficult. We entered 
the National Park and immediately encoun-
tered deep soft sand on Sambells Track. The 
vegetation today was tall gums, and several 
kangaroos were spotted. 

Our first stop this morning was at Brough-
tons Waterhole Campground for an early 
coffee break. This was a lovely spot amongst 

the gum trees where we walked around the waterhole, took pho-
tos and skipped stones in the water. This is an open campground 
where there were a couple of campers but no facilities. We headed 
out of here along a dirt road lined with reasonably tall mallee 
scrub and negotiated some large ruts caused by cars driving the 
track while wet. Our first excitement came in the soft sand in this 
next section when Dave became bogged and required a snatch out 
by Eric in his Toyota PRADO!! 

The rest of us made it through without assistance, although a cou-

Trip Report: Little Desert cont’d

Club merchandise available to purchase
Nissan Patrol Club sticker: Large Circle $2.20

Nissan Patrol Club cloth badges: $6.00

Nissan Patrol Club key rings: $5.00

Water Bottles: Light stainless steel, $8.00 each or 2 for 
$15.00

ple of vehicles encountered an oncoming vehicle towing a Tvan 
making it a little more difficult for them to navigate the soft sand! 

We turned left onto the Edenhope/Kaniva Road for a short dis-
tance before re-entering the desert tracks at Spriggs Lane. 

The weather was a little cooler today with a few spots of rain 
enabling us to see a few more birds, willy wagtails and rainbow 
lorikeets. Along yet another fence line we negotiated the soft sand 
dunes with slippery tops. The fence in this area is not as high only 
4 foot, compared to the 6 foot on the park boundary yesterday. 

We followed Elliots Track into the centre of this section of the 
National Park with the bush being a very healthy green with 
lots of mallee scrub and Grass Trees. If we had continued a little 
further on Elliots Track we would have run into the Border Track 
along the SA/Vic border. 

We turned into Tallageira Track where we pulled up on the 
roadside at a beautiful open area for lunch at around 12 noon. 
When a few spots of rain fell we packed up and decided to head 
on along Tallageira Track before turning into East West Track. 
Several wedge tailed eagles were spotted flying around this area. 

There were a few waterholes to skirt around before we turned into 
Jacobs Track where there was a lot of vegetation growing between 
the two-wheel tracks. The next couple of tracks were interesting 
with lots of large muddy ruts to negotiate and trees to drive 
between. 

We returned across the bitumen and continued along the eastern 
end of East West Track where a lot of the bush had recently been 
burnt by fire. We stopped at a walking path off the Sister Hill 
Track where we all enjoyed a walk to the wooden deck lookout to 
take in the surrounding views and admire the beautiful banksia 
growing along the path. 

Following this exercise, we continued onto Lawloit Track where 
again we negotiated mud ruts before completing another big 
circle of 120 km. Today we saw more wildlife and felt the bush 
was a lot greener then yesterday.

A&B As the others arrived back it had begun to rain so we set 
up a happy hour under the shelter of the kitchen shed. Yummy 
nibbles and chocolate to eat before going off to cook our teas.

Back to the shed after dinner for some fun with a spider keeping 
us entertained by building his web in the middle of us. Helen 
walked through the web and nearly collected the spider with all 
the (Watch outs) being called out to her. The moths were was as 
big as small birds and kept us busy slapping them away. A photo 
shoot was put on for the new Nissan club jacket with the models 
posing in their different coloured clothing. There is always one 
model who misbehaves isn’t there Dave?

With a steady light rain falling we managed to get back to our 
vans for a good night’s sleep. 

Next day was grey but rain had stopped. Some had left early 
while others decided to have a big fry up for breakfast. We said 
our good byes and headed off home going via Frances and com-
ing out at Keith.

Had a fun weekend and thanks must go to The Otway club for 
leading us through the tracks and keeping us company. Much 
appreciation to Helen and Dave for their ongoing commitment 
to the Easter break and may we have many more. See you all at 
next year’s bash.

PS: A big welcome to Kobis and Mariki who are prospective 
members of our club. They were experiencing their first trip with 
us so I hope it was an enjoyable on for them. .

Renee Garrett NPC 182

Silo art brightens up the scene at Graincorp’s facilities at Goroke
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